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A Synopsis of the Paper read igth Nov. and jrd Dec., iSgi.

'T^RADITION says that the Pilkington family 
JL had settled, prior to the time of Edward the 

Confessor, in that tract of country called Pilkington, 
four and a half miles south by west of Bury, where 
their chief occupation was that of following the chase 
and tilling the ground. 1 The earliest reference to 
them, however, in the public records is the statement 
in the Testa dc Nevill that the manor of Pilkington 
was held by Alexander de Pilkington, under Robert

i In the Djinesday Rook of William the Conqueror no reference to the 
name is met with : in fact there is only a very meagre statement regarding 
Salford Hundred, in which the vill of Pilkington was situated. The latter 
survey says : " In Salford Hundred King Edward [the Confessor] held 
"Salford; also Radcliffe." "Of this manor or hundred the following 
" knights hold land, by the grant of Roger de Poictou, viz. : Nigel, three 
"hides and half a carucate ; IVarin, two carucates, and [another] IVarin, 
"one carucate and a half; GoisfriJ, one carucate, and Game/, two carucates." 
" To this manor or hundred there belonged 21 berewicks, which were held 
" by as many thanes for as many manors." Now Pilkington must have been 
one of these manors [berewicks] , but, as that part of the kingdom was, at 
the time, reputed to he of little value, and as the original proprietors were 
left in undisturbed possession, it is easy to understand why so limited a 
reference is made. The manor of Pilkington may have been included in 
Nisei's land and from him have come down to the Gresley family, who are 
mentioned in the Testa de Neuill as the chief lords under whom the Pilkingtons 
held their lands.



B^cbtgrcc of tbc jJMUnngtons of Xancasbire
AND THE CHIEF BRANCHES, FROM 1066 TO 1600.

Prepared fo illustrate the Genealogical Paper read before the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire.

I. LEONARD DE PILKINGTON, lord of the manor of Pilkington, who, = 
according to tradition, fought under Harold at the Battle of Hastings, 1066.

II. LEONARD DE PILKINGTON, living 1108-1110; = 
lord of Pilkington ; attended first Crusade.

III. ALEXANDER DE PILKINGTON, living 1195-1213, = A daughter [? Ursula] of 
and then lord of Pilkington (vide Testa dc Nevill). I Geoffrey de Workedlegh.

IV.-SIR ALEXANDER DK PILKINGTON, livinc in 1230, died about 1291; 
was lord of Pilkington Manor.

- Alice, the daughter of .... [Called "Alice, who was the wife of Alexander de P.," 1301, 
I and ' Alice, the mother of Roger," 1309 (vide Rot. PlacJ]

ROGER, living 1231-1262, and held land in Rumworth. 
(Testa de Nevil I.)

V.-SIRSIR ROGKK DK PILKINGTON, lord of the manors of Pilkington, = Alicia, daughter of Adam de Bury (whose wife was Margery daughter of 
Rury, &c. Grant of free warren by Kdward I for ever (Cat. Kot. Chart.) Richard de KadecHf, of Radcliffe); heiress to her brother, Henry de Hury. 
Living prior to 1282, ditd 1347. His seal cxtani on a deed dated 1302. [Fine, 6 Kdward II (1313), and Deputy-Keeper's Report No 32, p 348 J

I
RICHARD, living prior to 1293. Held lands in Chorltnn, 1297, and had also 

a grant of land in Rivington in marriage from William de Anderton. 
(Harl. Jl/S. 2085, 508^; Dr. Kttetdetis MSS. t vol. iv, Riv. Deed 10.)

| [First Son.] 
VI.-SIR ROGER DE-

PII.KINGTON.born 
aliout 1325 ; <!ied 1407. 
Lord of Pilkit'gton, 
Bury, &c

JANK,
mimed to Sir 
John del More, 
of Liverpool.

MARGARET,
married to Sir John de 
Ardenie. Their daughter 
Matilda became the wife 
of Thuinas de Stanley, of 
l«athom.

ISABELLA.
Was the first wife of Sir Thomas de Lathom, 
who died at Knowsley, 6 Richard II (1^82). 
Th«tr daughter Isabel became the wife of Sir 
John de Stanley, from whom descent!til the 
Earls of Derby!

| [Tkirtt Son.] 
HRNRV, alive 1375-1384. Letters of = 

Protection issued by Edward III to I 
I lenry dc Pilkington, along with | 
Robert, son of Roj-er.and Richard | 
dc Pilkington, parson of Prestwich.

Fllen de Anderton, daughter 
of William de Anderton, of 
Rumworth.

I

I
ROBERT, living 1247-1292. Executed   , 

a quit-claim, 1247, to Abbot and I 
Convent of Rtipe (Roche Abbey). |

SIR JOHN, living 1316. = Margery de Anderton, daughter of 
(Par/. Writs, vol. i, 1 William de Anderton. (Kuerden's 
p. 176, No. 4.) "^ MSS , vol. iv, and Patntert b. 10.)

RALPH, living 1333. 
(Kuerden's MSS., 
vol. iv.)

ADAM, slain 1306-7.   Matilda, daugh- 
(Kot. list's., 34-5 I terof Hcli.isof 
Kdward I.) | Penulbury.

O.R.P.

Margaret, daughter 
and heiress of Sir 
John de Verdun, 
anil widow of H ugh 
dt Hradsbngh.

MABRLI.A [Isabella], 
mar, Thomas tie Lathom, 
of Lathimi. who died j-ct 
Nov., 1383. Mild afterwards 
to Sir John tie Walton.

VII.-SIR JOHN DE 
PILKINGl'oN, born 
about 1365 ; died 1421. 
Fought at Auincoutt. 
I.xml of Pilkington, 
Hury, &c. __ _________________________________

VIII. SIR JOHN DE PItKINGTON, = Efi7abeth, daughter of Sir
made Knignt-Hanncret at Agti court, and Kdmtind de Trafiord,
Crown Jewels pledged to him. Horn about
ij93l died 24th Feb., 1451. Lord of Pil-
kin^ton, Bury, &c. Dying without issue,
he was succeeded by his nephew, Sir
Thomas.

O.K. P.

I
LOR A,

mar. to Laurence de Stnnc'ish, 
son of Ralph de Standish, of 
Siandish, and Cecilia, dan, 
of Roger de Bradshagh.

[Second Son.} | RIVINGTON BRANCH. 

Vie. ROIIF.RT DK PK.KINGTON, born prior to 1346 ; died prior 
to 1413- Had land from his f.tibcr in Rivington, and obtained at a 
latt-r period the lordship of the manor of Rivington from his cousin 
Robert. {Vide Rivingtim Deeds) Appointed Seneschal of Halton 
Castle by John of Gaunt, gth January, 1375. (Duchy Records.)

RICHARD.
rector and parson of 
Prestwich, living 1361- 
1400. (Lichfield t-.pis- 
co/>ftl Registry,)

Katherine, daughter of John 
and Ellen de Aynesworth, 
of Aynesworth. Married in 
or about 1370. Was a widow 
in 1413. (Rivittgfon Deeds.)

ROBRKT, born about 1297 ; living 1316-1389. Some time lord of the manor = Elizabeth
of Rivington, obtained from Alexander de Workedleigh, and disposed  J-' v  " 
of to his cousin Robert, descent Vie. (Vide Rivington Deeds.) He 
was with all the expeditions of Edward III, and a chief witness at the 
Scrope Grosvencr controversy, 1386. ( l'ii/c Scrope-dtoswnor Roll.}

[?delKnoil]. 
(Kuerden's '

JAMRS, married about = 
1327. Had lands in | 
Walton,Chapel Holme, j 
and Holynsnape. (A**- I 
vingion Deed 95.) "W"

ADAM. Killed 1292, by fall 
ing from an oak tree in 
Pilkington. (Rot. Ptacit. 
Cor., 20 Edward I.)

Agnes, daughter of 
John de Thorp. 
(Rivington Deed 
95-)

I
JOHN,

rector of Bury, living 1386 
and 1433,.when he was a juror 
on Inquisition p"st mortem 
Johannes Nowell de Reved.

I 
VI Ic. ALEXANDER,

born about 1370, and 
alive in 1436. (Kh'ing- 
ton Deeds.} Lord of the 
manor of Rivington.

Katherine, dau. 
of Richard del 
Croke, of Whit 
tle. [Settlement

RICHARD, = Joan, daughter 
of Hlackrod. [ of John de 
Horn about I Merbury, of 
1371 ; living"^' Merbury and 
1420. T Nortbwich.

WILLIAM, = . . . ROBERT, living in = Katherine, his cons.,
living I i39*> also in 1429. 

1391-1425. | Dispensation i, 
JOHN. to marry. (/,/ 

Eiisco ' ~

ig m = hLatnerme, nis cons., 
1429. I dau. of John and 
M°3 I Agnes de Aynes- 

Lich.^\/ worth. Mar. 1403.
.rr i "

JOHN,
of Whittle. Horn 
about 1376; living 
in 1396 and 1425.

I
ROGER, of = Agnes 

Manchester. 1 Singleton. 
Living 1393. |

EMMA,
mar. Rnbm Hybhey.

RICHARD.b, Grant of lands in Rivington, *
by Robert. (Rivinftfltt Weed No. 85.) | Jo 
In 1361 Parker to Ji. 1m of (Jaunt, Duke I (A'i 
of Lane., of the Honour of llalion. ~*w 85.

Joan, dan. of 
Johnde Melon, 

(A* iv. Deed -V0.

JOHN.= JOAN,
married

( 7 Edw. Ill),
to Roger de
CkisenhaU.

who, afier the death of Sir

ialni, wa>. mar. to Sir Pet. 
cgh, Knight, of I.yme. 

co. Chester, She died at 
Bradley, 41)1 April, 1474.

VIIlA. EDMUND, = First   Elizabeth, A son, 
living 1390-1437. daughter of Sir died young. 
(Feet of Fines.) Thomas ISocth. [? Charles.] 

Second Katherine, 
sister of John de 
Assheton, by 
wliout issue.

ROGKR. 
o s.P.

I
Vlllii. ROBERT, born about = Miss Rayson. 

1400. Was named in entail, 8 
Ken. VI(n3o). (Fet-tof Finrs, 
Divers Counties, Henry VI, 
51-100. No 99, and 401-457, No. 
454.) Iiii459"miperde Bury." 
(Rot, Parl. t vol. v, p. 368).

IXA.-SIR THOMAS 
PILKINGTON. First 
in entail, by Fine 39 
ITenry VI (1460. Horn 
about 1430 Fought for 
Kicli. Ill at Hosworth. 
A ttainted, and estates in 
1 anca-hire conferred on 
lord Derby. The last 
Pilkington ivho ivas 
lord ff Pilkington and 
/fury. Killed at Battle 
of StoUc, 1487.

Margaret, his
cousin, dau. 
of Sir Richard 
Harrington. 
Dispensation 

1442. (Lic/i. 
fyis. Reg.)

I
ROGPR, living = . 

1460. Second 
i > entail. 
(Fine, 39 Hen. 
VI, 1460.)

JOHN, 
living 1488-89.

EDMUND,  First  Margery,

KATHKRINK,
who mar. Sir Henry Scarisbrick, of Scarisbrick 
Hall, neurOrmskirk. He fought at Agincourt, 
with his father-in-law. Sir John Piikington, 
and his brother-in-law. (33*71? AV/. D.fC., p. 33, 
and Scarisbrick Muniments.') They left one 
son, Henry, and three daughters.

ELIZABETH, mar. Sir \Vm. Ilatherley, licr father's warti.
MARGARET, mar., first, Nicholas Griffin, by whom issue. 

Second i Sir Thos. Savile, Km., of Howlevand Thornhill, 
who was Knight of the Shire for Yorkshire in 1442.

HANNAH, mar. Sir Francis Bernard, of Acorn Bank, \Vest- 
moreland.

VIIIc. RALPH, ^ First  Margery, dau. of 
born about 1404 ; 
died 1475-6. Suc-

Second Margaret, sister 
of William Ambrose. 
Living a widow in 1476.

ceeded as Lord of 
Riv. Manor.

THURSTAN, 
"chaplain," 
living 1460. 
(Kiii. Deed 
28.)

THOMAS, ROBERT, 
" bro. of Thurstan." (Riv. Deed, chaplain of 
4th Sept., 1460.) Had adau., Mary, Standish. 
who mar. Robert Lever, of Kelsall, Died 1498. 
whose descendant, Robert Lever, 
acquired Rivington Estate, 1611.

CLEMENCE,
mar. Sir Laurence Filton, 
of Gawsworth,co. Chester. 
A widow 1459. (Riving* 
ton Deeds.)

ELLF.N [Elena], 
mar. her cousin, 
Giles Hulton, by 
licence. \_Lich, 
Epis. Registry.)

I I 
WILLIAM. MARCARRT. 

{Rivineton Deed (Rivington Deed 
85). Rector of 85.) 
Swillington.

of Staunton 
le Dale, 
laving

1460-1505. 
3rJ in entail,

by fine,
39 Henry VI,

1460,

dan. or* Sir J. 
Babincton, of 
Dethiclc, by 
whom issue. 
econd A dau. 
of Hujih Wil- 
loughby of Ris- 
ley, co. Derby.

ARTHUR, 
living 1460. 
Named in

Fine, 
38 Henry VL

Kl.IZABETH,
mar. to her cousin, 
Sir William Har 
rington, in 1442. 
(Lic/i. Epis. AY^.) 
Fifth in entail, by 
Fine 39 Henry VI, 
1460.

JANET,
married
John 

Deincourt.

EMMA,
married 
William 

Mydleton.

YORKSHIRE BRANCH.
IXn. SIR JOHN PII.KINGI'ON,^: Jane, daughter

of Wakefield. Sixth in entail, by and co-heiress 
Fine 39 Henry VI (1460). Horn about of William 
14-.'5- Died 1478. Richard, Duke of Bnlderston, of 
Gloucester, afterwards Richard III, Balderston. 
his executor, and proved his will, 3oth Will dated 
June, 1479. He built a chantry chapel 2nd Jan.. 1497, 
in Wakefield Church, 1475. and proved at

York 2gthFeb., 
1498-

XA. SIR ROGER PIL-=AIice, dau. 
KINGTON, born about of Sir John 
1443 ; living 1512 ; died Savage, of 
prior to 1539- Rebuilt the Clifton,co. 
church at Bressingham, Chester, 
co. Norfolk.

CHAKI.KS.
Vicar of Siillington, 
co. York. 1476-94, and 
Preb. ot" i be church 
of Stillincion. Will 
proved 4 Nov., 1494.

JANK.
mar. to Wm. 
More, son of 
Sir Thomas 
More, of Li 
verpool.

ROMERT.
O.S.P.

I
WILLIAM, died 1530. 
On sth Dec., 1506, 
he received from the 
Dean of Manchester 
the goods of Kdni., 
his intestate father.

EDMUND, married ~. 
Catherine, sister 
of Wm. Basset, 
of Hlore, co. 
Stafford.

I
CHRISTIAN, 
mar. to Wm. 
Ch.idderlon. 

(See Grrgson, 
P- 265 )

XlA. JANE [Johanna], 
mar. to John Daniel, of 

Chester.

i il
MARCJARRT, KATHF.RINK. A LICK,

married 10 Thomas Married, first, Thomas married Edward
=on of Henry 

Pudsey, of Holton in 
Holland.

Arderne; second, John 
Acetom, of Moreby 
Hall, co. York.

Saltmarshe, 
Thorganby.

of

EI.IZABKTH,
married 

William Huntley.

MARY [Margery],
married 

Henry Pudsey.

_
R. ARTHl

1
XB. ROBERT. Called in "Alice, daughter and 

the will of Sir John, " Robt. | heiress of William 
Pilkinaion.my ba>tanl son." Hernand.of Knares- 
From this Kobt. the fin-sent | borough. 
Yorkshire branch descends. 
Horn about 1450. Died i3th 
January, 1497. ________

HF.NRVjbprn about 
1428. died 1472. 
In 1461 was gran 
ted by Kdw. IV 
lands m co. Lane. 
(S; York forfeited 
byJohnCattrall's 
rebellion. (Cal. 
AV/. Pat. , 302). 
Died intestate. 
Admin, granted 
2nd Feb., 1472,to 
Robert, son of Sir 
John.

EDWARD. 
Died, under 
age. in 1484. 
Mentioned in 
his father's 
will.

SIR CHARLES, of Worksop. *= Elizabeth, dau. of 
Born about 1430. In 1482 he James Gatefordi 
was Constable of Netting- 1 of Gateford, co. 
ham Castle, and Steward Notts. She after- 
and Forester of Sherwood, wards married by 
Beskwood, CHpston, &c. licence Sir Robt. 
Was sword-bearer in 1483, Radclifie, Km., 
at the coronation of Richard 1486. 
III. (Harleian J/.V. 2115, 
folio 152.) Died prior to 
25th June, 1485, when his 
will was proved.

THOMAS, living in «= Agnes Marmion, 
1461 and in 1468. 
By Patent, 25th 
Feb., i Hdw. IV 
(1461), the manor 
of Kcppok, in co. 
Uriell, Ireland, 
was granted to 
Thomas, son of 
Robt. Pilkington.

dau. of the lord 
of Kertlington. 
Aged 26 in 
1464, and found 
heiress tr> her 
cousin. Agnes 
Marmion. (Inq. 
post mortem.)

I I
ELIZABETH, married to 
Edmund dreenhalgh, 
of Brandlesome, co. 
Lane., 1456-78

MARGARKT, married to 
Nicholas Tempest, son 
of Sir John Tempest, 
of Uracewell, co.York. 
Living 1478.

IXc.-ROBERT 
born about 1447 
died aSth Sept. 
1508, aged 61 yrs 
Lord of Riving 
ton.

  Joan, dau. of
Thurstan
Tyldesley.
(Deed of

dower, 1476.)

I

I
JOHN,

born about 1461. 
Studying at Oxford 
in 1478, and named 
in the will of Sir 
John, his uncle.

I 
EDWARK

Named in the will of Sir Charles, dated 3rd 
July, 1484. (Titus, b. vili, Brit. Museum.) 
Married Margaret Caser,of Newark (Reg. 
Rather., 233!)), and probably, later, Atia- 
norn, named in Feet of Fines, 1492-98, as 
to the manor of Yoktllce'.

i
ISABELLA,

married to Sir John 
Townley, 20 hdw. IV 
(1480), who became 
High Sheriff of Lan 
cashire.

GEOFFREY. In 1478 he recovered =Agnes. 
the manor of Aldeswortti, co. j 
Nolls, (tescheat, Hilary Term, 
18 Edward IV.)

WILLIAM,
living 1476.

(Vide 
Riv. Dctds.)

GEORGE.
(KiT. Detd

R.D. 3.)

RICHARD. 
(Riv. Ditd

No. 3
1478.)

GEOFFREY. =. 
(Riv. D rti I

No. 89, 
M76-7-) I

OI.IVKR, of Wigan.~. 
(Vide Visitation ' 
of Lit  '

de Visitation I 
Lincolnshire.) I

Y

Xc. KICHAKU, born -Alice, daughter ot"

EDMUND. Held landsin Staun- 
ton, and eight oxgangs in 
Lambcote. Will proved 
York, nth March, 1528.

Marparet,
executrix.

about 1484 ; died May, 
1551; living 1490-1544. 
P.uilt Rivington Church. 
Was lord of Rivington 
Manor.

Laurence Asshawe, 
of Heath Charnock. 
Marriage covenant 
loth Oct., 1504.

AULI ,
mar. to Richard 
Croston, son of 

ohn Croston, of
h Charnock.

John 
Heat

A daughter, who 
married Thomas 
Rivin^ton, of 
Anderton.

A daughter, who 
married Oliver 
Lock wood, of 
Horwich.

Xln. ARTHVR, of Bradley,^ 
who married Alice, daughter of 
Sir Richard Savil e. Admin, 
granted 27th November, 1537, 
to Alice, the widow. (Po' 
fract Account Book. }

XIc. CHARLES, 
died prior to 1544- 
o.s.p.

XIc.   GF.ORGK, born = Anne, daughter 
Geoffrey Shakerl<

of
about 1515 ; died 1597. 
Lord of Rivington. One 
of the first Governors 
of Rivington Grammar 
School.

MALE ISSUE BFXOMES EXTINCT OF THIS, THE MAIN, LINE,

offrey Shakerley, 
of Shakerley Hall. 
Mar. prior to 1538.

| DURHAM BRANCH.
RIGHT REVEREND JAMES, Lord Bishop of Durham.   Alice, daughter of Sir John 

Born about 1518 ; died 1575. He built and endowed I Kingsmiil, of Sidmanton. 
Rivington Grammar School. | Married about 1560.

Issue. Two daughters, Deborah and Ruth, 
also two sons, who died young

1
FRANCIS,

alive in 1544 ',
died 1597.

LKONAKU,
D.D., died 1599. Was master of St. John's 
College, Camb. In 1563 became Rector of 
Whitburn and Prebend of seventh stall in 
DurhamCath. Mar.,^frj/, Catherine, and,

XIIc. RICHARD, 
died young.

XIIc. RO1JERT, last lord of Rivington. = Elizabeth, who in 10 
Living prior to 1586, and was entered for was wife of Thorn 
the Bar at Gray's Inn, 27th April, 1586. 
I>ied i;th Nov., 1605. The estates sold
by the executors under the will.

.-09 
mas

Brocket, of Erinjrdcn, 
co. Herts.

JAMES,
born about 1565, and alive 
in 1616. " Gentleman " of 
Rivington. (Riv. Deeds 4$ 
iz«(/o2.) o.S.r. Unmar.

I 
KATHERINE,

spinster. 
Principal devisee
under Robert''

ISABELLA,
the second wife of
Edward Gillebrand,

of Romsgreav.
O.S.I'.

I
A LICR,

married to Thomas 
Winnington, of Ros 
tock, co. Cheshire.

JOHN-,
D.D., Archdeacon of 
Durham. Horn about 
1530; died 1603. In 
1561 was appointed 
Prebend of second 
stall iniDurham Cath. 
Had issue seven sons 
and two daughters.

M.A., Rector 
Kiroblesworth, Xc 
Horn about 1540 
O.S.P. 1582-3.

of
Five daughters, vu.:

KATHERINE, married John Shaw, of Anderton.
Marriage covenant, 1531. (Riv. Deed 10.) 

JANKT, married John Cowburnc, of Ayes, near
Illackburn. 

MARGAHETA, married Thomas Ascbawe, and alive

And two who died young.



160 The Pilkington Family.

de Gredlev Gresley], fifth Baron of Mamecestre 
(born 1175, died 1230); and in that survey the 
holding is described as of ancient tenure and to 
find one judge [for the Court Baron of Manchester] 
for his lord the king. The terms of this title are 
again repeated in The Survey of the manor made 
in 1320 for the then baron, and again in The 
Extent of 1322 ; also in the Rent Roll Survey in 
1473 of Thomas West, Lord de la Warre, the 
fifteenth Baron of Mamecestre. [See transcripts 
in Harland's Mamecestre, pp. 286, 333, 342, 398, 
481, 497, and 510.] At a little later period, as will 
be shown, the manors of Bury and of Rivington, 
together with other vast estates in Lancashire and 
the Midland Counties, fell into the hands of the 
Pilkingtons.

The ancient manor-house of the Pilkingtons 
was Stand Hall, near Pilkington. This building 
was partially pulled down after the attainder of Sir 
Thomas Pilkington, in 1485, for having fought 
for his king, Richard III. The Derby family, on 
whom this and other property was bestowed by 
the new king, Henry VII, built a new hall, leaving 
a portion of the original structure standing, which 
is now used as a barn. A very interesting descrip 
tion of these remains is kindly contributed by Mr. 
Edward W. Cox, and will be found in Appendix A.

The head of the senior branch had in addition, 
as a Lancashire residence, the manor-house of 
Bur)", which was acquired by marriage. To this 
reference is made under descents V [Sir Roger] 
and IXa Sir Thomas ; . Being an embattled 
structure, it was demolished shortlv after the battle 
of Bosworth and the attainder of Sir Thomas.

ORIGIN OF THE NAME.

Lower, in his Patronymica Britannica, expresses
the opinion that A.D. 1000 is an approximate date
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Origin of the Name. 161

for the assumption of family names ; and that, 
though surnames, on the whole, may be regarded 
as one of the importations of the Norman Con 
quest, they were occasionally hereditary amongst 
prominent Anglo-Saxons many generations before 
their general adoption. It may be further worthy of 
remark that Mr. Ferguson, in his treatise on family 
names, says that the syllable "ing" commonly found 
in English names, signifying son or offspring, was 
discontinued about the time of the Conquest, and 
that all names in which it still appears are carried 
back to Anglo-Saxon times. The name Pilkington 
is a word of this description; "ton" signifying a 
dwelling-place, town, or village ; "ing" (short for 
" ingas") meaning, as stated above, the offspring of j  
and " Pilk " a proper name, the Celtic or S 
derivation of which is undiscovered. 2 The syllables 
taken together, therefore, imply the town of the. 
family of Pilk ; and this "mark," community, or 
clan, so to speak, of the Pilkingas' was known 
during the four hundred years following the Norman 
Invasion as dc Pilkington, after which time this 
fashion changed and the prefix " de" was dropped. 

Supposing the above generally-accepted derivation 
to be accurate, the family of Pilk gave the name to 
the locality in which it settled, and ultimately 
assumed the patronymic of de Pilkington.

After careful study, I have come to the conclusion 
that most of the persons bearing the name have

* The syllables ing and ton both being Saxon, the impression is that the 
family was Anglo-Saxon. Pilk as a surname, so far as I can discover, is not 
met with in Ihe present day ; but Johannes de I'ilk and Simon dc 1'ylk were 
living in 1314 \vide Parliamentary [frits, vol. i, |>. 133], and in the Calendar 
of Wills enrolled in the Court of Hustings [Guildhall, London] there is the 
will of Thomas Pilk, bearing date 1348 [see vol. i, p. 645^.

3 In the Appendix to The Anglo-Saxons in England, by Mr. John Mitchell 
Kemble, F.S.A., there is given a list of several hundred places in England 
which are named after the "mark" community which held them, and he 
cites the Pilkinpas amongst them, Further, Mr. Thomas Wriglu, K.S.A., in 
The Celt, the A'amatt, and the ><I.I.>K (third ctiitiun, pp. 505-6), states that 
each Teutonic chief received his share of land at the lime of the .Saxon 
invasion, and tha; the name of the locality often became composed o the 
patronymic of the family or race.

M
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emanated from the original stock which settled in 
the vill de Pilkington. In ancient records some 
variation in the spelling of the name is met with, 
y being frequently substituted for /, and the letter g 
occasionally being dropped.

ORIGIN OF THE ARMS AND CREST.

A nns : Argent, a cross patonce voided Gules. This 
device, it is said, was assumed in allusion to the 
Pilkingtons who fought at the Crusades. The 
oldest seal extant bearing these arms is that of 
Sir Roger de Pilkington, lord of Pilkington Manor, 
who was a knight of the shire, 2Qth July, 1316, 
along with his brother, Sir John de Pilkington, and 
is appended to a deed dated November, 1302 
(31 Edward I), transferring land in Crompton, &c., 
to Adam, son of Geoffrey de Chaderton, and is 
referred to under descent V.

Crest : A mower with his scythe, habited per pale. 
A rgcnt and Sable; which is meant to illustrate 
disguise and the recovery therefrom.

According to Fuller's Worthies of England (p. no), 
the chief of the family being sought for at the time 
of the Norman invasion, was forced to disguise 
himself in the habit of a mower, and afterwards
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used that device as a crest for his helmet ; Gwillim 
and others say that this happened during the Wars 
of the Roses. These learned authorities, however, 
have been misinformed, as will be shown. In my 
opinion, the disguise of a mower was worn after 
the Battle of Bannockburn and the rout of the 
English army (1314). This view is based on the 
following facts : 

(i.) That crests were not commonly in use in 
England until about 1300, and certainly not at the 
time of the Conquest, earl)' armorial bearings being 
without crests.4

(2.) That the evidence of the Scrope-Grosvenor 
trial, to which allusion is made later on, sets forth 
that several Pilkingtons were present at the " Wars 
de Bruce," and therefore at Bannockburn.

(3.) That the crest was in use in 1424, thirty-one 
years before the first of the Wars of the Roses, as 

is shown by the seal of Sir John de 
Pilkington, Knight, appended to a deed 
dated loth September, 3 Henry VI 
(1424), surrendering lands in Shipwal- 
bothums, in Bury, to Geoffrey, son 
of John del Holt ; a copy of which is 
given in the margin a mower stand 
ing on an esquire's helmet, with the 

name i. PILKYNTON about it. 5

4 That erudite man, the late Mr. William Langton, one of Lancashire's 
most cautious antiquaries, in a letter, writes : "Armorial bearings appear at 
''first without crests. My earliest Lancashire crest dates from Edward III 
'(who reigned 1327-77). My earliest Pilkington seal has the coat of arms 
'used by Roger de Pilkington, temp. Edward I (1272-1307); my earliest 
'Banaster coat, trmf. Henry III (1216-1272), and I.attimcr about the same 
' time. Earlier than these I do not remember distinct armorial bearings, 
' though there are rude figures on seals which have afterwards been adopted 
' into arms. I distrust any heraldic tradition which assumes to go back to 
' the Conquest indeed I have very little faith in traditions ; they are so often 
1 inventions made lo fit obscure facts."

5 A variation of this seal, and (being a crest) similar to that now generally 
in use, is appended to a deed dated 71)1 May, 3 Edw. IV (1463), by which 
John Pilkinglon, Esquire [grandson of the above, and from whum the York 
shire brunch descends], demised to George, Duke of Clarence, brother of the 
King, Wm. Scrope, clerk, and others, the manors of Ilolynhall and liyrteby, 
Yorkshire, the manor of Thorpe Custantyn, Staffordshire, and the manor of

M 2
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Numerous Lancashire families fought in the 
wars of the Bruce, and were present at the battle 
of Bannockburn. Several of them bear crests some 
what similar to that of Pilkington for example, 
the Tralfords, a man with a flail, with the words 
" Now thus," issuing from his mouth ; and that of 
Mather, a dcini-inower, with the motto " Mowe 
warilie " ; also that of Ashton, a mower, and the 
motto " Now thus."

The words of the motto are " Now THUS, Now 
"THUS."° It is traditionally said that these words 
expressed the motion of the scythe in mowing. 
Anciently there were scythe songs in use, as de 
scribed by Mr. Andrew Lang, and the words "Now 
"thus, now thus" may possibly have been the 
burden or chorus of such a song, and meant to 
imitate the rythmical rushing sound of the scythe 
through the grass. 7

The crest and motto combined show how inge 
nious the old heralds were in the practice which 
distinguished the art of heraldry, of conveying by

Tharfeld, Cambridgeshire. This seal is in red wax the impression, which 
is deep, is protected by a " fender " of twisted tushes, and exhibits a man in 
the act of mowing, with the letters I on one side and P on the other and 
around are the words quant diit pleira (i.e. " quand Dieu plairn"). An engra 
ving of this seal is, by kind permission of the Yorkshire Archaeological Society, 
appended under descent IXti.

6 The I'ilkingtons of Tore, co. Westmeath, and of Carrick in Queen's 
County, bear the crest, with the motto, " I'ilkington Paile-downe. The 
master mows the meadows," and over the crest, " Now thus, Now thus." 
These branches descend from John Pilkington of Halliwell, co. Lancaster, 
(a great-grandson of Tames Pilkington, who married Elizabeth Stones at 
liolton, 3rd October, 1627), and who retired to Ireland in 1717, after the 
battle of Preston.

7 Recently a friend informed me that, in his younger days, he had heard 
his father talk of two doggrel rhymes which were alternately sung by farm 
labourers. The one 

11 liuttermilk and whey,
" We'll work all day."

[Sung slowly, as indicating poor food and slow work.] The other, 
" I'acon and egRS, 
" Take care of your legs'"

[Sung mure rapidly and with vigour, implying good food and a better result 
to the employer]. How appropriate, as a chorus to such a song, are the 
words " Now thus, Now thus," the motto of the Pilkingtons !
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symbol historical meaning in a small compass. 
Disguise as well as change of fortune are depicted 
bv the figure of the mower being half black and 
half white (i.e. half in rustic costume and half in 
armour), thereby implying the alternation of flight 
or concealment and the recovery therefrom. The 
bearer was once " Now thus " as a rustic, and then 
"Now thus" bearing his crest and motto as a 
knight.

GENEALOGY.
Dr. Fuller, the celebrated church historian, culls 

the family " a right ancient one," and adds that his 
friend "Master Rilev, Norroy " [King of ArmsJ, 
told him " that the Pilkmgtons were gentlemen of 
" repute in the shire before the Conquest." There 
is, however, only strong presumptive evidence that 
such was the case, and tradition alone can be offered 
in support of the two first descents in the pedigree, 
as nearly all local records for this short period have 
been lost.

We are told that, at the time of the Norman 
Conquest,

Descent I. LEONARD DE PILKINGTON, lord of 
the manor of Pilkington, fought under Harold at 
the battle of Hastings [Burke's Landed Gentry'], 
and, that his son

II.   LEONARD DE PILKINGTON, lord of the manor 
of Pilkington, living 1108-1110 [vide Harlcian MS. 
4630, page 449 ], joined the first Crusade. Heralds 
and others have stated that this Leonard had a 
son, viz.,

III. ALEXANDER DE PILKINGTON, who in suc 
cession was lord of the manor of Pilkington.5

s In the reign of King John [iSth June, 1213] there was a grant of lami in 
Hamilton to William de Colmora, which was formerly held l>y William de 
1'ilkington, probably a near relative to the above Alexander. [A'of. /,///, 
Clausarutn, vol. i. p. 136.]
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From this point the various descents are capable 
of proof by evidence, most of which takes the form 
of ancient land charters, marriage settlements, 
wills, &c., copies of which I have deposited in the 
library of the Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, and to which reference will be made from 
time to time throughout the paper.

It is this Alexander de 1'ilkington who is men 
tioned in the Testa dc Ncvill as holding land in 
Pilkington in or about 1195], under Robert de 
Grelle, filth Baron Mameccstre.

He is said to have married Ursula, a daughter 
of Geoffrey de Workedlegh [WorsleyJ, lord of the 
manor of Workedlegh." His name is repeatedly 
met with as a witness to various transfers of land 
during the reigns of Richard I, King John, and 
Henry III.

Alexander was one of the seventeen knights 
who were commissioners on the inquisition of the 
County of Lancaster (between 1200-1217) as to 
tenements given and alienated "within the lime." 
[Testa dc Ncvill.^ He had issue :  

1. Alexander, afterwards called Sir Alexander, of 
whom we shall treat shortly as descent IV.

2. Roger, who, according to Testa dc Ncvill, held 
one-fourth part of a knight's fee in Rumworth, 
under Thomas de Grelle, Baron of Manchester, 
1231-1262.

3. Robert, who executed a quit claim September, 
1247 (31 Hen. Ill), to the abbot and convent of 
Rupc (Roche Abbey, Yorkshire) of lands in Sad- 
dleworth ; Knott-hill, near Delph (where Canute is

9 We find from Testa de Nivill tli.it Alexander de I'ilkington [son of Alex 
ander] held 6 oxg.ings of land in Uivington, and that afterwards the sons of 
his mother's brother held that land of him. Roger de Workedlegh, 3rd son of 
Richard de Workedlegh, married Cecilia. daughter of William de Koynlon 
[Rivington], who was a widow in 1277 and died prior to 1336, when her son, 
Alexander de Workedlegh, by deed conveyed the lordship of the manor of 
Kivington to Robert de Pilkington, the son of Richard. \Vidt Rivingtun 
DceJ, No. 14.]
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traditionally said to have harangued his army) is 
named in the deed. [Lane. MSS., xi, C/ietham Li 
brary.] He was killed with an arrow by Nicholas 
de Doggewro in Salford, who, after the death, fled 
and went abroad. [Rot. Placit. Coron. cor. Just. I tin. 
Co. Lane., 20 Edw. I (1291-92).! He had issue as 
will be seen in the sheet pedigree.

IV.  SIR ALEXANDER DE PILKINGTON living in 
1230 and 1291] succeeded his father Alexander as 
lord of Pilkington Manor, and also, as we have 
already seen, held land in Rivington. 10 In 1277 he 
commenced an action against Adam de Prestwich, 
touching fosse destroyed in Pilkington. Cal. Pat. 
Rolls, 5 Edward I.]

Sir Alexander died prior to 1301, probably in 
1291, as in that year his eldest son had a grant of 
free warren from the king.

His wife, Alice, was alive in 1301, and in 1309, 
described as "Alice who was wife of Alexander de 
Pylkynton " [Rot. Plac. Assis., 29 Edward I , and 
2 Edward III] ; and, in a plea of 1307 [Ibid, 34 
and 35 Edward 7 1 , regarding the holding of land in 
Dover, she is called " Alice, mother of Roger."

Sir Alexander had issue 5 sons, viz. : 
1. Sir Roger, to whom reference will be made 

under descent V as heir to the Pilkington estates.
2. Richard, who farmed land in Chorleton in 

1297 (25 Edward I), as set forth in the Rent Roll 
Survey of Edward, Earl of Lancaster. \Harl. 
MSS., Cod. 2085, folio 5086."] He married Ellen de 
Anderton, and had land in Rivington from William

'<> Even at this early dale the Pilkingtons had an interest in Rivington, 
though only to the extent of six oxgangs of land. At the same period 
William de Roynton [" William, son of William"] held twice as much land 
in Rivington for or by a rent of 245. [Testa <ie Neville and Birch feodary.} 
A daughter of William de Roynton, Cecilia by name, married Roger de 
\Vorkedlegh, and their son, Alexander de Workedlegh, in 1336, conveyed the 
manor of Rivington to Robert de Pilkington the son of Richard, as set forth 
in the preceding foot-note.
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de Anderton of Romeworth (Rumworth) in free 
marriage with her. [Kuerden's J\ISS., College of 
Arms, vol. iv ; Palmer MS. B 10, Chatham Lib.]

This Richard had issue two sons, Robert and 
James. Robert, the elder son, became lord of the 
manor of Rivington, but his interest ultimately was 
transferred to the branch hereafter called the 
Rivington branch. His wife was Elizabeth [? del 
Knoll'j . [Vide deeds.]

The Robert dc Pilkyngton, just mentioned, was 
one of the four 1'ilkingtons who gave evidence at the 
celebrated controversy, in 1386-1389, of Scrope 
versus Grosvenor, being a principal witness in favour 
of Sir Richard le Scrope ; and, judging from his 
evidence, was about ninety years old at the time. 
He stated at this trial that he had served in the 
greater part of the battles and expeditions of the 
reign of Edward III (1327-1377), and deposed that 
he had seen Sir Richard le Scrope and many 
members of his family bear the disputed arms in 
France, Gascony, Spain, and Scotland, in numerous 
expeditions, journeys, and battles.

The date of his birth would doubtless be about 
1296, and that of his death between 1386 and 1391, 
as we find from the Rivington deeds Nos. 19 and 
93 that in the latter year his estates in Rivington 
had become the property of his cousin Robert 
[Vie, pedigree sheet], who married Katherine de 
Aynesworth, the ancestor of Bishop Pilkington. 
The descent from the Robert under review will be 
seen by reference to the sheet pedigree.

V. SIR ROGER DE PILKINGTON (living prior to 
1282 and in 1347) son of Sir Alexander de Pilkington, 
in succession, became lord of Pilkington.

He married Alicia, daughter of Adam de Bury 
(whose wife was Margery, daughter of Richard de 
Radeclif, of Radcliffe, an ancestor of the Barons
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Fitz-Walter and Earls Sussex), and was heiress to 
her brother Henry de Bury. [Deputy Keeper's 
Report, No. 32 ; Appendix, pp. 348 and 357.] By 
this alliance the manor and lordship of Bury was 
acquired, together with estates in Whitefield, Un- 
derworth, Chetham, Crompton, Sholger [now 
Sholver], and Wolstenholme.

On loth June, 1291, he had the right of free 
warren granted to him for ever by the king, being 
liberty to hunt over all his estates [Ceil. Rot. Chart., 
19 Edw. I]; and by writ of Quo Warranto this writ 
was, a year later, confirmed to him and his heirs. 
[Rot. Placit. dc Quo \Varr. apitd Lane., 20 Edw. I.]

Sir Roger was one of the nine witnesses who 
signed the charter granted to Mamecestre [Man 
chester], I4th May, 29 Edward I (1301).

On i6th October, 7 Edward II (1313), described 
as Sir Roger de Pilkington, son of Alexander de 
Pilkington, he receives pardon (doubtless on pay 
ment of a heavy fine), for having taken part in the 
death of Piers Gaveston and others in the risings 
during the reign of Edward II, and as an adherent 
of Thomas Earl of Lancaster. [Parl. Writs, 
vol. ii. p. 67, No. 12.";

His seal is extant, having been discovered by the 
late William Langton, appended to a deed dated 
November 3ist, Edward I (1302). [Chetham Deeds.] 
The shield is surmounted by a squirrel on a tree 
branch, while its point rests upon a hare. The 
charge is the well-known " cross patonce."

Sir Roger died about 20 Edward III (1347), and 
was outlived by his wife Alicia, who was party to a 
fine in 1383-84. 32;;^ Report D. K. p. 357.]

They left issue six children 
1. Sir Roger, to whom reference will be made 

later under descent VI.
2. Robert, who was ancestor of the Rivington 

branch, and from whom the Bishop of Durham 
descended. [See Vie.]
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3. Henry, and three daughters, particulars of 
whom will be found in the sheet pedigree including 
Isabella, who was the wife of Sir Thomas de La- 
thom (son of Thomas de Lathom and Eleanor his 
wife), and her daughter Isabella de Lathom became 
the wife of Sir John de Stanley, from whom des 
cended the Earls of Derby. [32»J Report of D.K.]

VI. SIR ROGER DE PILKINGTON, the eldest son 
of Sir Roger, was born about 1325. On the death 
of his father in 1347 he became lord of Pilkington 
manor, £c., and after the decease of his mother 
(Alicia, daughter of Adam de Bury) succeeded to 
the manors of Bury and various other estates which 
were acquired through her.

According to the Pipe Rolls of 17 and 19 Edw. 
Ill (1343 and 45) he was fined twice the sum of 
4os. for not accepting the honour of knighthood. 11

In 1349 he is described as holding the manor of 
Pilkington under John de la Warre, Baron of Mam- 
cestre, " which Roger his ancestor formerly held." 
[Vide the Lansdown AISS. and the Birch Fcodary.']

We find that Sir Roger was in favour with Ed 
ward III and Richard II, being five times chosen 
one of the knights of the shire for co. Lancaster, 
viz., in 1364-5, 1368, 1377, 1381, and 1384. \_Parl. 
Writs Claus. 37 Edw. Ill, m. 31 ; 42 Edw. Ill, 
m. 14 ; 51 Edw. Ill, m. 12 ; 5 Ric. II, m. 5 ; and 
7 Ric. II, m. ij.

In 1369 he and four others were appointed Com 
missioners of Array for the county of Lancaster, 
by royal mandate, to press and enrol 400 archers 
to accompany John of Gaunt to Acquitaine. [Rot. 
Vascon. 43 Edw. Ill, m. 5, Turn Lond].

On ist June, 1382, a precept is granted for the 
payment to Sir Roger de Pilkington, knight, and

11 The above Koqer was not in reality liable for knight service, being in 
1343 only about 1 8 years old.



Genealogy. 171

to Robert de Clifton, of £10, their expenses to 
Parliament at Westminster, as knights elected for 
the duchy commonalty. [Close Roll, class xxv. 
A 6, Duchy of Lane. Records^.

In 1386 we find him as one of the four Pilking- 
tons who were witnesses at the great heraldic 
controversy of " Scrope v. Grosvenor," (the original 
roll of which, formerly kept in the Tower of London, 
is now in the Public Record office), and is described 
as " Monseigneur Roger de Pilkington, chevalier, 
of the age of 60 years and more." See also 
Palmer MS., C. 68; Barritfs folio I\IS., 127 
Chctham Lz6.}

He died and January, cS Hen. IV (1406-7), his 
Inquisition P.M. being held I2th Aug., 9 Hen. IV. 
[Duchy Lane. Records, class xxv, A 7, No. 54], and 
left issue as follows : 

1. Sir John, his heir, of whom we treat as 
descent VII.

2. Mabella (also called Isabella) the wife o 
Thomas de Lathom (son of Sir Thomas de La- 
thom, knight), who died 3rd Nov., 1383.

3. Lora (Laura), who, according to the Standish 
pedigree, married Laurence Standish, of Standish.

VII. SIR JOHN DE PILKINGTON, Knight (son 
and heir of Sir Roger, descent VI), was born about 
J 3^5 (38 Edward IV), and died in March, 1421 
(8 Henry V), as shown by Inquisition post mortem. 
[Duchy of Lane. Records, class xxv, A 8, No. ioo.]

When about eighteen years old (say in 1383), he 
married Margaret, daughter and heiress of Sir 
John de Verdon, and widow of Hugh de Bradshagh 
 by which latter she had a son, Sir William de 
Bradshagh [Bradshaw], of Blackrod and West- 
leigh, whose only daughter, Elizabeth, became the 
wife of Sir Richard Harrington, and is named in 
several of the entails subsequently referred to as
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made by Margaret, when widow of Sir John de 
Pilkington.

By a writ of die in claitsit extremum of aoth August, 
1383, Margaret claimed dower out of lands settled 
on her by Hugh de Bradshagh, and she is therein 
described as " wife of Sir John, son of Roger de 
" Pilkington, Chivalier." This dower was granted, 
and the writ of assignment bears date 2yth August, 
I 383- [J2ild Deputy-Keeper's Report, appendix, 
P- 356.]

Sir John had a pardon granted to him on the 
24th August, 1383, on payment of a fine of twenty 
marks, enforced for having married Margaret 
without consent of the king, whose ward she 
was at the time, being a tenant in capite. The 
properties acquired by this alliance were consi 
derable, amongst which were the seven manors 
of Stagenhoe in Hertfordshire, of Bricklesworth, 
Clipston, and Kelmarsh in Northamptonshire, of 
Bresingham in co. Norfolk, and of Stanstede and 
Chedburg in co. Suffolk. These estates, after the 
death of Sir John and his wife, passed, according 
to the entails, to the issue of Margaret, as set forth 
in the various fines, copies of which will be found 
on pages 175 to 188 of the Chetham Society's 
volume xcix.

Sir John was one of those who gave evidence in 
1386, at the great Scrope v. Grosvenor trial, being 
then described as " twenty years old or more."

Sir John and his son Sir John junior fought 
at the Battle of Agincourt in 1415 [see History of 
the Battle of Agincourt, by Sir Harris Nicolas, K.H., 
second edition, pp. 128, 360, 383], and his retinue 
supplied the important quota of three esquires, 
ten lances, and forty-five archers [Harlcian MS. 782, 
also MS. M i in the College of Arms]. This was 
a considerable following, for Lord Scrope only 
provided six lances and fourteen archers.
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In 1419 (6 Henry V), he was appointed Sheriff 
of Northamptonshire.

On 3rd November, 1420, at Melun j Meulan] , a 
commission is issued to John de Roos, Knight, and 
Roger Makerell to array the men of John Pilkyngton 
and Richard Molyners, Knights ; also the archers 
of Cheshire in the retinue of Robert Babthorpe 
and John Pilkyngton. [Norman Rolls of Henry V , 
42nA Report of the Deputy Keeper, p. 392-3.] There 
is a similar commission, dated Paris, 5th Decem 
ber, 1420, to Gilbert Umfraville (who was killed 
shortly afterwards at the sanguinary Battle of 
Beauje in Anjou) and Robert Makerell.

Margaret, the wife of Sir John, died 28th April, 
1436, as shown by the Inquisition post mortem for 
co. Suffolk, dated 2ist February, 15 Henry VI ; 
and, as already stated, the date of Sir John's death 
was 8th March, 1421. They had issue nine chil 
dren.

1. Sir John, of whom we shall treat shortly as 
descent VIII, but who died without issue, and was 
succeeded by his nephew Sir Thomas, the eldest 
son of Sir John's brother Edmund.

2. Edmund, to whom reference is made later as 
descent VI HA.

3. A son, who is said to have died young. ' J
4. Roger, who had no issue.
5. Robert, whose eldest son was Sir John, of 

Wakefield, and from whom the Yorkshire baronet 
traces his descent, though through a base son of 
Sir John, named Robert. This Robert is named in 
fine levied 8 Hen. VI (1430). He died prior to 
1460.

6. Elizabeth, who married Sir William Atherton, 
her father's ward, and had issue.

12 In the Visitations of Yorkshire of 1584 and 1612, a Charles 
is mentioned as being the father of Bridget, the second wife of Sir Robert 
Babthorpe of Babthorpe, who died 9 Hen. VI (1431). It is a question 
whether this Charles was the third son of Sir John.
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7. Margaret, who married, first, Nicholas Griffin, 
who died 15 Hen. VI (1437) leaving five sons ; and, 
secondly, Sir Thomas Savile [Savell] of Howley 
and Thornhill, knight of the shire for co. York, in 
1442, by whom there were four children. Her 
daughter, Anna Savile, married Sir John Butler, 
knight, of Bewsey, Baron of Warrington, who was 
murdered, it is said, out of revenge, at the instiga 
tion of Thomas Stanley, first Earl of Derby.

8. Hannah, who married Sir Francis Bernard, 
of Acorn Bank, Westmoreland, ancestor of the 
Karl of Bandon.

9. Katherine, who married Sir Henry Scarisbrick, 
of Scarisbrick, near Ormskirk, who fought at Agin- 
court along with his father-in-law and brother-in- 
law. [33 Kept., Dcp. K., p. 33]. They had a son, 
Henry, and three daughters.

VIII. SIR JOHN PILKINGTON, Knight Bannaret, 
was born about 1393, for it was found at the Inqui 
sition post mortem, 9 Henry V (1421), that he was 
28 years of age, and the son and heir of Sir John 
de Pilkington, Chevalier. [39/A Report of Deputy 
Keeper, p. 543.

This Sir John during his father's lifetime was 
called Sir John junior, and even after his father's 
decease he is occasionally so called in the records, 
doubtless with intent, as there were several persons 
named John living contemporaneously, some of 
whom attained positions of eminence, and will be 
referred to in due course.

On the 25th October, 1415, he, with his father, 
fought at the battle of Agincourt, and upon that 
memorable occasion received the honour of a knight 
bannaret. Beyond the facts given of the strength 
of the retinue brought to the field of Agincourt, 
and the recognition of good service shown by the 
knighting of John Pilkington, junior, there are
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other indications of the power of the family at this 
period. They were in a position to assist the Crown 
in the sore straits to which the king was well known 
to have been driven for money, and this is shown 
by the following extract from the copy of the record 
given on page 18 of the Appendix to the History of 
the Battle of Agincourt, by Sir Harris Nicolas [2nd 
edition] therein it is stated that, of the king's 
jewels handed by him to his followers, as security 
for wages due to them and their retinue there 
were pledged to "John Pilkington and William 
Bradshawe 13 a little tablet of gold, garnished 
" with the arms of England and France, and a 
" gold chain, wrought with letters, crowns," &c. M 
These jewels were not redeemed until 1431 (10 
Henry VI), sixteen years after they had been 
pledged, as shown by the Ancient Kalcndars and 
Inventories of the Treasury of the Exchequer (vol. ii. 
p. 140), of 9 and 10 Henry VI, No. 6. The entry 
runs as follows : " Memorandum : That John 
" Pilkington and William Bradshawe restored by 
" me Oliver Chorlcy, on the 3rd December, 10 
" Henry VI (1431), to the Lord Treasurer and 
" Chamberlain, one little tablet of gold, with the 
" arms of England and France, with a chain of 
" gold made of letters . . and crowns ; with 
" one bracelet with a little chain of gold [senira 
" dc aura]; together weighing by the troy weight 8J 
" ounces, and in which the gold was value of 28s." 
[the ounce] .

King Henry V rewarded his followers liberally, 
and in the Norman Rolls of 141778 is the following 
grant, which was signed by the king himself, at 
Falais, I2th January, 1418: 

'3 \Yilliam Bradshawe was cousin to Sir John Pilkington, and is named 
amongst the retinue of Henry V, in his first expedition, as bringing three 
archers.

M The letters were probably S.S., a device then used by royalty.
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" FOR JOHN PILKYNGTON. The Lord the King to all, &c., 
" greeting. Know ye that of our special grace and for the good 
" service which our beloved and faithful John Pilkyngton the 
" younger has rendered and will render in future we grant to him 
" the office of our Escheator in Ireland, to have and to hold the 
"aforesaid office by himself or by his competent deputy, for 
" whom he will be answerable for the term of his life ; receiving 
"in the same office, from the death of Ralph Standysh, Esq., 
"who had the office while he lived (as it is said), all manner of 
" sureties \vadiii\, fees, profits, and other commodities whatso- 
" ever to the same office appertaining or belonging," &c.

Sir John's name as Escheator constantly appears 
in the Irish records. By letters patent of Henry V 
at Rouen, 8th February, 1418-19, he was appointed 
Clerk of the Market and Keeper of the Weights 
and Measures in Ireland for life. \Nonnaii Roll, 
6 Henry V ,  //<> / Report of the Deputy-Keeper, p. 727.] 
This appointment was confirmed by patent of the 
1 4th February, i Henry VI (1422). In 10 and n 
Henry VI (1431-33), he was one of the Sheriffs of 
Chester [jsst Report of the Deputy Keeper, p. 230], 
and in 19 and 20 Henry VI (1440-42) was Mayor 
and Escheator of the city of Chester. [Ibid.}

Sir John married Elizabeth, the daughter of Sir 
Edmund de Trafford, the alchemist, by Alice, 
co-heir of Sir William Venables. His marriage 
articles were dated 1424-25 [Harlcian MS. 2112, 
p. 138!, and the deed of dowry, of which the fol 
lowing is a short resume, is dated 3 Henry VI 
(1435). It states that John de Pilkyngton, knight, 
grants a dowry to Elizabeth, daughter of Edmund 
de Trafford, knight, at the porch of the Collegiate 
Church of St. Ma,ry at Manchester, at the time of 
their espousals, 15 of all the lands, tenements, cvc., 
in Bury, occupied by about thirty tenants (whose

'5 We have here incidentally a note of the ancient custom of solemnising 
marriages in the porch of the church, and not, as nowadays, at the altar ; 
although marriage was then esteemed as a sacrament. Chaucer says of 
Ye IVtfi of Bath " Husbands at the church door she had five."
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names are enumerated) ; also the messuages, etc., 
which Richard de Byllyngs and John de Birches 
of Smethley occupy in Chetham. The deed of 
confirmation of this, bearing date 2Oth April, 1438, 
after the death of Sir John's mother, who previously 
had the same dower, is witnessed by Harry of 
Lever, Thomas of Trafford, Roger of Bradley, 
priest, John of Bamford, and Rauf of Olgrefe. 16 
[Lancashire AISS., vol. xxxviii, Chetham Library.]

In 1440 (18 Henry VI) an extraordinary dispute 
arose out of a demand from Sir John for the 
payment of a tax called " the green wax " (so called 
from the colour of the seal to the writs). Sir 
John declined to pay, stating that he owed none  , ; ^^ool
probably doubting the le<ralitv of the levy. The-f-^uc.
01 -iv" i- T u- o- " T i TJ " n. D- :Dq AR*.Sherin or Lancashire, Sir John Byron, alter  '
further demands, lodged a petition with the Council 
of the Duchy of Lancaster in London, who 
ordered him to distrain. The Sheriff thereon 
seized Sir John's cattle, just after he had left for 
his estate in Northamptonshire. In retaliation 
some of the Sheriff's cattle were seized by Sir 
John's brother Robert, and a replevin suit against 
Robert was issued. On a writ being granted, the 
Sheriff's under-bailiff made seizure of cattle from 
Robert, and Sir John enraged thereat, sent his 
brother, " with clivers men of the county of York," 
at night to Rochdale, where, after a stout fight 
(one man being seriously injured about the head 
by a sword), cattle belonging to the under-bailiff 
were carried oft into Yorkshire. Thereon redress 
was demanded, and a settlement was arrived at. 
[Calendar of Proceedings in Chancery, printed edition, 
1830, vol. ii, pp. 20 and 21.]

 6 After her husband's death Elizabeth married Sir Peter I.egh, Knight, of 
Lyme, co. Chester, as his second wife, and the marriage settlement was dated 
ipth October, I45t. [See Earwaker's East Cheshire, pp. 293 and 303.] She 
died at Bradley, 4th April, 1474.

N
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Sir John's will is dated I2th October, 25 Hen. VI 
(1447), and he died 231^! Feb., 29 Hen. VI (1451), 
aged 58, without issue. At the Inquisition post 
mortem after his death, held in Northampton on the 
4th May, 1451, as to the manor of Bricklesworth, 
it was found that Thomas Pilkington, son of 
Edmund deceased [the brother to Sir John], was 
the next heir, and of the age of 21 years and more.

VIIL-v. EDMUND PILKINGTON, the second son of 
Sir John, senior, and Margaret, the Verclon heiress, 
died during the lifetime of his brother, Sir John, 
junior, of whom we have just spoken. He is named 
in several settlements as second in entail. Edmund 
was living between 1399 and 1430 ; also in 1437, 
when the Inquisition P.M. was held after his mo 
ther's death. He appears to have passed a quiet, 
uneventful life.

His first wife was Elizabeth, daughter of Sir 
Thomas Booth, of Barton, by whom there were no 
children. He married afterwards Katharine, sister 
of John Assheton.

In Parliamentary Rolls, vol. VI, pages 34, 35 [in 
the case of Sir Ralph Assheton v. Robert Lever, 
6 Edw. IV (1466)] the maternity of Edmund's chil 
dren is clearly proved, for it is therein stated that 
Thomas Pilkington (Edmund's eldest son), Sheriff 
of the county of Lancashire, was " near akin to 
" Ralph Assheton, knight, being son of Edmund 
" and son of Katherine, sister of John Assheton 
" the father of John Assheton the father of Ralph."

The date of his death is not known, but it was 
prior to 1451, and during the lifetime of his brother, 
Sir John, as shown by the Inquisition after the 
death of the latter, which has previously been 
referred to.

The issue by the second marriage was Sir 
Thomas, of whom we shall treat as descent IXA,
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and six others, as will be seen by reference to the 
sheet pedigree.

History is apt to dwell more upon the details of 
victory than upon the sorrowful trials that mark the 
issues of a losing cause, and, while it recounts the 
honours of the victors, the inevitable loss to the 
other side is forgotten. To such a crisis we now 
come in the record of the Pilkingtons. Among 
the supporters drawn by King Richard III to the 
battle on the field of Bosworth (where the last 
of our Plantagenet kings showed the never-failing 
valour of his race, and lost his life in defending his 
crown) was Sir Thomas Pilkington, eldest son of 
Edmund. I use the word supporters advisedly, for 
the result to him and his familv shows that he

./

was not among the wavering and half-hearted. 
Sir Thomas Pilkington stands conspicuous as one 
of those who suffered attainder and forfeiture 
of his great estates ; and the spoils of his house 
went far to build up the great possessions of the 
Stanley who on that day was created (by the victor, 
Henry VII) Earl of Derby, and whose duplicity 
was rewarded by the lands of one who had shown 
an unswerving fidelity to his master. [Hutton's 
Bosworth Field, and Kotidi Pai'l., p. 276.]

We shall now proceed with the details of Sir 
Thomas's eventful career : 

IXA. SIR THOMAS PILKIXGTOX, Knight, was 
born about 1425, as shown by the Inquisition taken 
at Bricklesworth 4th March, 29 Henry VI (1451), 
after the death of his uncle Sir John, at which 
latter date he succeeded to the family estates in 
Lancashire and elsewhere.

Many writers, more especially those who have 
treated of the Yorkshire branch, confuse this Sir 
Thomas with his cousin Thomas (the son of Robert

N 2
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and brother of Sir John of Yorkshire, of whom \ve 
treat shortly), a much younger man.

He married, in 1442, Margaret, his first cousin, 
the daughter of Sir Richard Harrington, of West 
Leigh, county Lancashire, and of Woolfage and 
Brixworth, in county Northampton. Being akin, 
a dispensation to marry (necessary according to the 
canons of the Church of Rome), was granted to 
him, as shown by the records at the Lichfield 
Episcopal Registry.

His principal residence was the Manor House of 
Bury, which, as a reward for his good services, 
King Edward IV, on the 2nd May, 1469, granted 
him a license " to fortify and castellate." \Close 
Roll, Duchy of Lane. Records; and yjth Deputy 
Keeper's Report, Appendix I, p. 179 ; also Townlcy's 
MS., G 15. His other residences were Stand 
Hall, near Pilkington (of which there is a portion 
remaining, as referred to elsewhere), and Stagenhoe, 
near St. Alban's, in Herts. It has often been 
stated, in error, that Stand Hall, Pilkington, was a 
fortified mansion, but no indications of this are to 
be found. See Appendix A.] Bury Manor House 
being a fortified structure was, like other buildings 
of a similar character, entirely destroyed and razed 
to the ground shortly after the battle of Bosworth, 
and not a vestige of it now remains. 17 Sir Thomas

"7 It would be interesting to learn something further of this embattled 
Manor Huuse of Bury. Opposite to the old parish church formerly stood 
a strongly fortified post, which the late Mr. W. Thompson Waikin states 
was one of the defences of the Roman road leading north from Manchester. 
It has been suggested that on the foundations of this older fort the 
crenelated structure of Bury Manor was built, and that it was probably 
dismantled in the reign of Henry VII after the attainder of Sir Thomas 
Pilkington, as Leland, the King's Antiquary in the following reign, 
describes it as in ruins. In his Itinerary, speaking of Bury, Leland 
says, "There is a ruin of a castle by the parish church of the town; 
" it belonged with the town sometime to the Pilkingtons, but now to 
"the Earls of Derby." " Pilkingtons had a place hard by in Pilkington 
" Park." Some time back a large stone belonging to a Gothic arch of a 
doorway was dug up in the ground called Castle Croft, and on it were carved
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evidently was in great favour with Edward IV, for 
he appointed him four times high sheriff for the 
county of Lancashire, viz., in 1463 as Thomas 
Pilkington, esquire ; again in 1465 and in 1473 
under the same appellation ; in 1482 as Sir Thomas 
Pilkington, knight.

There is a matter of doubt as to the exact date 
when he was knighted, hut it would he hetween 
May, 1473, when he was called esquire in the rental 
of Thomas la Warre, Lord of Mamecestre, and 
the 26th June, 14/5, when, as a witness to a 
Rivington deed, he is styled knight.

Sir Thomas fought at the battle of Bosworth 
Field, on Monday, 22nd August, 1485, as is shown 
by Harlcian MS. 542, folio 34, which says " Part 
" of their names shall you hear that came to King 
" Richard Sir James Harrington, Sir Robert his 
" brother, Sir Thomas Pilkington f PilkyltonJ. All 
" these sware King Richard should wear the 
" crown." His loyalty to his king Richard III ] 
resulted, as already narrated, in misfortune to his 
family, for by bill of attainder, passed by the first 
Parliament of Henry VII, which assembled 7th 
November, 1485, the whole of the Lancashire 
estates belonging to Sir Thomas were forfeited to 
the Crown. [See Rotuli Parliamentorum, vol. vi. 
p. 276a, Henry VII.]

In 1487, still holding strong Yorkist .sympathies, 
he joined Lambert Simnel, the counterfeit Plan- 
tagenet, and fought at the bloody battle of Stoke, 
near Newark, i6th June, 1487, where he was

the arms of Adam de Bury, after whose death the Manor House and the lord 
ship of the manor descended to the I'ilkingtons, Sir Roger de Pilkington 
having married Alicia, the daughter of Adam de l!ury. [See beseem VI.] The 
remains of the interior buildings excavated are plainly of a medircval cha 
racter, but the enclosing wall of the area (as described by Dr. Aikin at the 
end of the last century) tends to the supposition of a Roman fort having 
originally been on the spot.

A ground plan of the site in question is to be found in Dr. Aikin's Survey 
°f '793> published in his Description of the country fo miles round Manchester,



182 The Pilkington Family.

slain. IS After this latter battle the remaining lands, 
in which he had only a life interest under the 
entail   being the manors and estates in the 
counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, Herts, and Notts  
were forfeited to the Crown, and conferred by 
Henry VII on [George Stanley] Lord Strange, 
son of the first Earl of Derby, who died in his 
father's lifetime. Afterwards, however, Roger, the 
son of Sir Thomas Pilkington, succeeded in 
recovering the whole or greater portion of these 
particular estates outside Lancashire.

In 1487 Sir Thomas " presented " to the Rectory 
of Brisingham, being just prior to his death ; but 
in 1493 his son Roger " presented." He left 
issue 

1. Roger, of whom we treat as descent Xa.
2. Charles, who was appointed on 3 Nov., 1476, 

vicar of Stillington, co. York, and prebend of the 
church of Stillington. By his will he directs his 
body to be buried in the choir of the church of St. 
Nicholas, Stillington, of which he was prebend ; 
and among the bequests is one of forty shillings 
to his " brother Roger." This will was proved 4th 
November, 1494. Reg. Test. Caplt. Ebor. II, 8a ; 
see also Brown Willis's Survey of Cathedrals.]

3. Jane, who married Sir William, son of Sir 
Thomas de la More, of Liverpool. j Vide More 
pedigree in the More papers, copies of which are 
in the archives of the Liverpool Corporation.]

XA. ROGER PILKINGTON, the son of Sir Thomas,
was probably born about the year 1445, as his father

18 Some authorities have stated that Sir Thomas was killed at the Battle 
of Bosvvonh Field, but that was not so. Hutton, who collected from every 
available source particulars relating to the battle and the leaders and captains 
on both siiles, published them in his Buttlt of Bonvorth FitlJ, and does not 
name Sir Thomas amongst the killed ; nor is he mentioned in Hai U>an JfS. 
JJ2i folio 34, which contains a list of the slain. Further, the royal grant of 
the confiscated estates to Thomas, Earl of Derby, has the words " which were 
" lately those of Thomas Pilkington, attainted." It does not say " dead."
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was married in 1442, and the first mention of him 
is in a settlement of 1460. He married Alice, the 
daughter of Sir John Savage, knight, of Clifton, in 
the County Palatine of Chester, whose mother, 
Katherine, was sister to Thomas Stanley, first Earl 
of Derby.

By the Inquisitions P.M. held in Norfolk and 
Suffolk in 8-g Hen. VII (1493) six years after the 
death of his father, it was found that Roger was 
son and heir to Sir Thomas Pilkington. Roger in 
the meantime had got the second attainder of his 
father, together with the grant made to Lord 
Strange, reversed.

He seems to have lived a retired life at his seat 
of Brisingham, county Norfolk, where he began to 
rebuild the church, which had fallen into decay ; but 
did not live to see the completion in 1527 the date 
shown by the carving on the north wall of the nave. 
The arms of Pilkington, quartering those of Verdon 
[the great grandmother of Roger, and through 
whom the manor of Brisingham was acquired], are 
carved over the west door of the tower. The Rev. 
Francis Blomefield, in his History of Norfolk, states 
that against the north wall of the chancel there 
originally stood a raised monument to the memory 
of the Pilkingtons, and that it was adorned with 
two fair portraitures and escutcheons with epitaphs. 
This monument, however, was ultimately taken 
down, that it might not hinder the uniformity of 
the altar rails.

On the igth January, 1512, he presented to 
Clipston church, co. Northampton, of which he 
was patron.

The exact date of his death is not known, but it 
would be between 1512 and 1527, as mentioned 
above. He died leaving issue six daughters, co 
heiresses, amongst whom his property was divided, 
as will be seen in the sheet pedigree.



I84 The Pilkington Family.

YORKSHIRE BRANCH.

The founder of this family 
was : 

IXi3. SIR JOHN PILKINGTON, of 
Pilkington Hall, near Wakefield, co. 
York eldest son of Robert (vide 
sheet pedigree), and grandson of 
Sir John cle Pilkington, who married 
the Yerdon heiress probably born 
about 1425. He is named as sixth 
in the entail cf the Yerdon estates 
in the fine levied September, 1460.

Seal of Sir John Pilkington \FfCt of 1'lllCS. DlVCrS CoUlltlCS. T.Q 
ot Wakefield. ri \Tt ^T 1Henry YI, 401-405, No. 454.] 

Sir John married, in 1464, Jane [Joan], daughter 
and co-heiress of William de Balderston, of 
Balderston, but after the death of her husband, 
in 1478, she married Sir Thomas Wortley, from 
whom she was afterwards divorced, and on 
the loth September, 1488, William, Bishop of 
Dromore, was directed to veil "Joan."'9 Her 
will, which is dated 2nd Januarv, 12 Henry VII 
(1497), directs that her body be buried in the 
" Nun's Quire " at Monkton, in her habit, and that 
her moiety of the Lancashire estates, under the 
will of her father, be passed to her paternal relatives 
in a manner she carefully sets forth. 20

In 1461 John was appointed " in special tail " 
Chief Forester of Sowerby Chase, and on 3oth June,

J 9 A lady, after the death of her husband, or on being; divorced, was 
allowed, to take a vow of ch:istity, and was then called a vowess. A sort of 
investiture took place, when the officiaior gave the vowess a veil and a ring. 
She was not necessarily seveied from the world, and could dispose of her 
properly as she thought fit.

30 Certain writers have stated that J.me, at the time she married Sir John 
Pilkington. was the widow of Sir Ralph de Langton. This could not be the 
case, for the Jane Balderstone who married Ralph de Langton (Karon of 
Newton) was a widow in 1419, nine years before the birth of \Vin. Balder 
ston, whose daughter Jane married Sir John Pilkin<zton. At the Inquisition 
P.M., held 36 lien. VI (1459) it was found that William Baldersion was 
then 29 years old therefore he was born in 1428.
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1461, was created Constable of Chester Castle for 
life, and described as " A rmigcr pro corporc nostro." 
[Recognizance Rolls of Chester, i and 2 Edward IV, 
2 m (6) ; and 17 and 18 Edward IV7 , 8 m (5) ; 315^ 
Report of Deputy Keeper, p. 230.]

In 1462 ( 2 Edward IV), by letters patent from 
the King (in whose hands were the temporalities of 
the bishopric of Durham at this time), he was 
appointed steward and bailiff of the lordship and 
liberty of Houenden [Howden], Yorkshire, for life. 
[Durham Records ; 35/A Report of Deputy Keeper, 
p. go.]

He acted as Escheator for Lancashire, and irom 
1464 to 1472 is always described either as John 
Pilkington, esquire, or esquire of the King's body, 
but in 1472 is called Sir John Pilkington, knight.

In the Rent Roll of Whalley Abbey we find 
that John Pilkington held in 1463, at a rental of 
£21 6s. 8d. (a large sum in those days), the park 
of Ightenhull, near Pendle, and that he paid 
£lS 6s. 8d. for the farming of the manor of Roch 
dale.

In 1461 (i Edward IV) there is a grant by letters 
patent from the King to John Pilkington, in special 
tail, of the manor of Thornton in Craven, in the 
county of York, and of the manor of Linton-super- 
Ouse in the same county, " lately belonging to 
Thomas Lord de Roos, attainted " ; also of the 
manors of Grimesthorpe, Edenham, Aylesthorp, 
and Senthorp in county Lincoln, " lately belong 
ing to William Viscount Beaumont" ; of the 
manor of Turnhamhall, in county York, " lately 
belonging to the said Thomas" [Thomas Lord de 
Roos] ; of the manors of Malteby and Hoton, in 
county York, " lately John, Lord Clifford's" ; also 
the manor of Hoale, or Hoell, in county Lincoln, 
" lately Thomas Claymond's, attainted." [Cal. 
Rot. Par!., p. 303.]
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In 1464 there is another patent of grant in 
special tail to John Pilkington, " Esquire of the 
King's Body." [Cal. Rot. Par!., p. 308; and 
Rot. Pad., vol. v. p. 535.]

In 1473 (13 Edward IV), the King grants in 
another patent to John Pilkington, " Knight of the 
King's Body," the lands forfeited by John Cat- 
trell, late of Selby, &c., which Henry Pilkington, 
Sir John's brother, had held during his lifetime 
under a similar grant from the King. [Cal. Rot. 
Pat., p. 308 ; and Rot. Par/., vol. vi. p. 80.]

On jth June, 1475, Archbishop Nevill made him 
Seneschal of the barony of Sherburn. [AV^. Nevill, 
ii. i8a.]

In 1475 Sir John built and endowed a chantry 
chapel in the parish church of Wakefield, now 
Wakefield Cathedral. 21

In 1477 (i4th April 17 Edward IV), he was 
admitted one of the chamberlains of the Exchequer 
[Liber Niger.]

21 This foundation was authorized by letters patent from Edward IV 
(1st June, 15 Edw. IV) ; and by the Deed of Endowment Sir John IMlkington 
appointed, as his first chaplain, James Smethurste, and he enjoined that the 
"chaplains be prohibited from holding any other office, and from frequenting 
"taverns, or playing dice, cards, or other dishonest games." [This is an ex 
tremely early allusion to card-playing and its attendant mischiefs]. The 
priests who served this chantry from the foundation to the suppression of 
chantries by Henry VIII, were as follows : 

NAMB. DATE OF INSTITUTION. PATRONS.

James Smethursle ...2Oth Dec., 1475. .Sir John Pilkington.
John Spyve ............27th July, 1483 ...Nominated by Sir Charles Pilkington,

Knt., as guardian of Edward, son 
uf Sir John Pilkington, a minor.

Egidius Kaye ..... ...I5th Sept., 1506...Sir Arthur Pilkington.
William Swanne ......1st June, 1543 ...Assigns of Sir Arthur Pilkington.

The funds of the chantry chapel having been confiscated at the Reformation, 
there appears to have been a re-grant, as a place of sepulture, in 1691, to Sir 
Lyon Pilkington, IJaronet, a lineal descendant of Sir John, for himself and 
his heirs, on the condition that he and his successors would keep the fabric in 
thorough repair for ever. This arrangement h set forth in an agreement be 
tween Sir Lyon and the Churchwardens of Wakelield, dated 4th Dec., 1691, 
which is too lengthy to recite here ; but a copy will be found in The History 
of the Cathedra! Church of (hi Dio:ev of Wakefield, by John W. Walker, 
F.S.A., M.K.C.S., &c., published in 1888, a work well worth perusal and 
study. The chapel is 24 feet in length and 22 in breadth.
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In 1478 Sir John fell sick at Skipton Castle," 
where he was probably in attendance on the Earl 
of Cumberland, and he thereon made his will, dated 
28th June. [Lansdmcii MS. 1219, fol. 115, British 
Museum.] This will is too lengthy to recite, in 
teresting though it be, but in it he requests that his 
body be buried in his chantry chapel at Waketield. 
He makes certain bequests to relatives and servants, 
and leaves to " Dame Johan " her dower of lands in 
Bradley, together with Pilkington Hall, near Wake- 
lield, and Snapthorpe for her life. He beseeches 
my Lord of Gloucester [who afterwards was King 
Richard III] and my Lord Chamberlain [Lord 
Hastings] to act as executors, assisted by William 
Calverley and Robert Chaloner. To the Duke of 
Gloucester he wills " an emerald, set in gold, to 
"cost 100 marks "; to "my Lord Chamberlain a 
" bed of arras, with angels of gold." He requests 
that Edward, his only son by his marriage then 
alive, be entrusted to the wardship of his executors 
aforementioned, on permission being granted by 
the King, who is to have 500 marks. To this son 
Edward he leaves the bulk of his estates on his 
attaining the age of 24 years ; but the will sets 
forth that, in the event of his dying before reaching 
that age, or without issue, the property, to use 
Sir John's words, is " to go to Robert Pilkington, 
" my son bastard, and his issues male, and to each 
" one of my brethren and their issues male, one 
" after other."

Sir John died 2Qth December (18 Edward IV), 
1478. 2 -5 His will was proved 3Oth June, 1479, by

22 Skipton Castle, in Craven, co. York, formerly held by John, Lord Clif 
ford, was seized under Act of Attainder on the accession of Edward, Duke of 
York, to the throne in 1461, and was conferred, on the gth May, 1465, in tail 
male, on .Sir William Stanley ; but after the dea:h of the latter in 1476, the 
castle and honour of Skipton were demised by the King on Richard, Duke of 
Gloucester, his youngest brother. A copy of the grant is given in the York 
shire ArclneologicalJournal, vol. ix, p. 125.

23 Sir John's seal is referred to umier the heading of the " Origin of the 
Arms, Crest, and Motto," and a copy of it is given above.
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Richard Duke of Gloucester, and administration 
was granted to " That most excellent prince, the 
" Lord Richard Duke of Gloucester, executor in 
" the same testament named."

After the death of Edward, the only surviving 
child by his marriage, 3 ' (between July, 1484, and 
October, 1484, then about 17 years old), the bulk 
of Sir John's vast property was inherited by Robert 
(whose mother was, according to report, Elizabeth 
Lever, of Darcey Lever), and from him descend the 
present baronet and the Pilkingtons of Yorkshire.

According to the Inquisition P.M. 19 Edward IV 
(1479), taken after the death of Sir John, the pro 
perties included, amongst others, the following :  
" Turnham Hall, Thornton in Craven (2 parts), 
Lynton-super-Ouse, Rothernell, Brayton, Malteby, 
Hoton, Stanley, Wakefield Lordship, Snaypthorpe, 
Lupsett Hall and Manor, Effleteburg, Stansfield, 
Bradley, Crynley Grange, Heley in Stanley, and 
lands in Yolton, Barley near Selby, Newsom in 
Craven, Rawmersh, Almondburv, Kirkheton, Liver- 
sege, Dalton Rents, Hadelston, Robertthorpe, 
Elapsane, Thorneys, Wadsworth (called Le Hirst), 
Langfield, Westow, and Ovenden. In Lancashire, 
the lordship of Whitingham, and lands in Gose- 
nargh, Hacumsawe, and Dihvorth. In Derbyshire, 
Staveley Manor ; and in Lincoln, the manor of

24 Sir John, of Wake-field, had aiiotlier son, who died in 1475. three years 
before lie made his will. To the memory of this son a stained glass window 
was placed in the Chantry Chapel at Wakefield, which bore an inscription 
commencing "orate pro anima," and displaying the arms of Pilkington, 
with an annulet for difference (Sir John's father, Robert, being a fifth son), 
quartered with thai of Balderston. In 1584, Robert Glover, Somerset 
Herald, visited Wakefield, and made notes of the heraldic glass, then in a 
somewhat damaged state. His notes are set forth in Harleian MS. No. 
1394. and Roger Dodsworth, at a later period, gives particulars of the glass 
which remained in his time. This latter MS. is ill the Hodleian Library, 
Oxford. Strange to relate, in 1872, when Wakefield Church was restored, 
what remained of the fifteenth century heraldic glass (then more or less of a 
scrappy nature) was removed, to make room for a series of modern glass 
windows, of scriptural subjects, then subscribed for.
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Halle Magna (called East Hall and West Hall), 
and the manor of Evesgrene."

Owing to the possessor of this great property 
having died seven years prior to the battle of 
Bosworth Field, his estates escaped the wreck which 
befel those of his cousin, Sir Thomas Pilkington. 
Had Sir John lived, there is but little doubt that 
his lands would have met a similar fate, as he was 
an equally ardent supporter of the House of York.

ROBERT PILKINGTON, the base son above referred 
to, succeeded. 25 He married first, Alice, daughter 
and heiress of James Burella ; and secondly, 
Alice, daughter of William Bernard, of Knares- 
borough, by whom he had a son, Arthur, of 
Bradley, who was his heir. This Arthur married 
Alice, daughter of Sir Richard Saville, and in the 
church at Elande is to be seen a monument to his 
memory, on which are the arms of Pilkington 
impaling those of Saville.

As the Yorkshire pedigree is fairly well given by 
Sir Bernard Burke from this point, it is unnecessary 
to proceed further with the descendants of Robert, 
who succeeded to the estates of Sir John of Wake- 
field.

RIVINGTON BRANCH.

The most obscure portion of our ground has 
now been traversed obscure owing to the fact 
that the disturbing influences of civil war, attain 
ders, confiscations, and the dispersion of families 
(especially during the reigns of Richard III and 
Henry VII), caused the destruction of nearly all 
early deeds. It will be seen, however, that thus 
far data have been given, step by step, for what 
has been advanced, and, for this reason, the

25 He, however, did not succeed to those estates which were given by 
Edward IV for the heirs male of Sir John, " lawfully begotten."
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descents may be taken as reliable, though they 
differ in many cases from what has been published 
 by careless writers in the past. Most of the 
genealogical and topographical works disagree to 
a considerable extent with the records and deeds 
which still remain.

We have next to treat of the chief Rivington 
branch.20 In that case the early family deeds are 
almost intact. It is, however, to be regretted that 
church registers, instituted by royal injunction in 
1538, were but little cared for during the last 
century, and that the imperfect state of these 
important records may render it difficult for some 
of the offshoots to connect themselves with their 
ancestors named in the deeds. All the early 
Registers at Rivington from the date of the 
foundation of the church in 1566 to 1703, were 
destroyed   tradition says by fire   and, sad to 
relate, there are no copies of them at Chester.

In order to proceed we must retrace our steps 
to descent V, where it is shown that Sir Roger 
de Pilkington, Lord of Pilkington and Bury, by

26 The Pilkingtons had property in Rivington at a very early date, as 
mentioned previously. The Testa tie Neville says Alexander de Pilkington 
held six oxgangs of land in Rivington, and that afterwards the son of his 
mother's brothers held that land of him. These relatives would be the De 
Workerileghs [Worsleys], one of whom, Roger, son of Richard de Workedlegh, 
married Cecilia, the daughter of William de Roynton, a holder of twelve 
oxgangs of land in Rivington. The de Koyntons. the de Workedleghs, and 
the de Pilkingtons appear about the same period to have been the proprietors 
of most of the tillable land in the place.

In 1297 (25 Edward I), according to the rent roll of Edmund, Earl of 
Lancaster [ffarieian Jl/SS., cod. 2085, folio 52Sbj, the six oxgangs belonging 
to Alexander de Pilkington were no longer farmed by the cousins referred to, 
but by Sir Alexander's son, Sir Roger de Pilkington ; and ultimately were 
given by him to his second son, Robert, born about 1327 (the ancestor of the 
Bishop of Durham), which said Robert in process of time acquired the 
greater portion of the township, together with the lordship of the manor.

The Rev. T. Whitaker, M.A., in his prefatory remarks to the volume of 
Statittfs of A'ivin«-tim School, published in 1837, says : " The Old Hall, the 
" ancient and hospitable mansion of the Pilkingtons at Rivington, which was 
"built of wood and plaster in the form of a quadrangle, enclosing in its 
"centre a square court, and approached by an open gateway, was pulled 
"down in 1774, by the then owner, the late Robert Andrews, Esq., who 
" built in its stead the present hall."
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his wife, Alicia cle Bury, had three sons Sir Roger 
(descent VI), Robert, and Henry. It is of the 
second son, Robert, and his descendants we have 
now to treat, and, for the sake of distinction, 
shall call him descent Vie.

Vie. ROBERT DE PILKINGTON, of Pilkington, 
afterwards lord of the manor of Rivington, was 
born prior to 1346, judging from his evidence at 
the Scrope-Grosvenor controversy, wherein he is 
described as "40 years old or more." 27 He gave 
evidence in favour of Sir Robert Grosvenor, and 
stated that he had seen Sir Robert bearing the 
disputed arms, " Algayne del Tour dc Brnse and 
Rocksivior en Pat to."

On the gth January, 48 Edward III (1375), 
John, Duke of Lancaster and Baron of Halton, 
appointed Robert de Pilkington, Esquire, to succeed 
Mawkyn [Mathew] de Rixtoir* as the Seneschal of 
Halton. [Duchy Records.'}

He married [in or about the year 1370] Katherine, 
the daughter of John cle Avnesworth of Avnesworth 
[Ainsworth] and Ellen his wife ; and in 1413 she 
was a widow.

On the 3rd October, 13 Richard II (i3<Sg), he 
was one of the jurors on the Inquisition post 
mortem, held after the death of his brother-in-law 
"John son of John de Aynesworth," who it is as

27 We find that John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, Baron of Halton, £c., 
in 1372, being about to cross the sea in the retinue of King Edward III, 
ordered Sir John de Boleler, sheriff of Lancashire, Mawkyn [Mntliew] de 
Kixton [Seneschal de Halton], Wm.de Kradsha^h, Robert de Pilkingion, 
and Nicholas de Atherton, esquires, to meet him with a contingent of archers 
(varying in number from ten lo twenty from each person), and that on the 
iSth July, 1372, warrants were issued by the Duke for the payment in 
advance of a month's wages to the trusty men selected. [Duchy Records.'}

28 Mawkyn de Rixton appears to have been employed by the King as a sort 
of admiral to collect ships at Liverpool [Fitdera^ vol. iii. p. 891], and both 
he and Robert de Pilkington served the Duke of Lancaster in the time of 
peace as well as in war. We may here mention that on 7th April, 1383, 
Thomas de Pilkington (probably a near relative) was appointed by the Duke 
as park keeper at Halton during pleasure [Duchy Records}.
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well here to state had, by his wife Aeries, a daughter 
Katherinu, who in 1403 married her cousin Robert 
de Pilkington, son of Robert. \_Lichfield Episcopal 
Registry. ~] This Katherine is often confused with 
the Katherine de Aynesworth who married the 
Robert now under review.

Robert died prior to 14x3, and had six sons, as 
will be seen by reference to the sheet pedigree.  
[Rivington Deed, No. 78 ; Kuerden's MS., vol. iii, 
Coll. of Anns, and Palmer MS., B gl.

VIIc. ALEXANDER DE PILKINGTON, son and heir 
to Robert of Rivington, was probably born about 
1370. He married Katharine, daughter of Richard 
del Croke of Whithull (Whittle), the marriage cove 
nant being dated 1402. [Riv. Deeds, No. 24 and 
82.] The date of his death is not known, but he 
left four sons and two daughters, as shown by the 
Rivington Deeds.

On 14th Sept., 39 Hen. VI (1468), Alexander 
grants to Thurston Pylkynton, chaplain, Thomas, 
brother of Thurston, and others, the manor of 
Rivington, &c., and appoints Ralph his son his true 
and lawful attorney. [Riv. Deed, No. 28 J.]

VIIIc. RALPH DE PILKINGTON, the eldest son 
of Alexander, was born probably about 1404, and, 
at his father's death, became lord of the manor of 
Rivington.

He married, as his first wife, Margery [Marge- 
ria] daughter of William Lever, prior to 1432, in 
which year she was abducted, as the following 
translation of the Writ of Exigent, issued in the 
loth year of Henry VI, will show : " Exigent 
" against Livesay and others also Pilkington, of 
" Rivington. The King to the Sheriff of Lancaster 
" greeting. We command thee that thou shalt 
" issue an exigent [cxigi facias] against Geoffrey de 
" Livesay and five others (named below) to take
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" and keep them in safe custody, so that their bodies
" may be brought before our justices of Lancaster,
" on Tuesday in the second week of Lent, to answer
" to Ralph de Pilkynton, of Rovington, on a plea,
" why, how, or by what means quart] he, together
" with John de Levesay, gent., Elias de Aynesworth
" of Plesington, gent., Laurence de Aynesworth of
" Preston, Richard de Aynesworth of Cokhotte
" [Cokshotte] gentleman, and John de Harwode of
" Hoghton, yeoman, did forcibly carry off rapuc-
" runt\ Margery wife of the said Ralph dc Pil-
" kynton at Rovynton, together with goods and
" chattels of the said Ralph to the value of £40,
" and abducted \abduxeritnt and detained her, &c.,
" to the great injury of the said Ralph, and against
" our peace, &c. And thou art to bring before ou  ,
"justices at Lancaster, on Monday after the Feasil'BRAHY.
" of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin (i.e. 8 Sept.)
" the said, &c. [six persons before named unless
" they should not be within thy bailiwick. Witness,
" Wm. Babyngton, at Lancaster, the loth year of
" our reign," (i.e., 8th Sept., 10 Hen. VI, 1431). 
[Rivington Documents, Nos. i6and8y, KucrdonMS.,
vol. IV., College of Arms, Palmer, D.'J

From this first wife he was divorced, but no 
cause is set forth in the decree of divorce, of 
which the following is a translation : 

"To all the sons of Holy Mother Church, &c. I, Robert 
" Maderer, Lord Archdeacon of Chester, &c., in a certain cause 
" of evil marriage and divorce before us moved, and elsewhere 
" pending, between Margery, daughter of William de Lever, the 
"accusing party, on the one part, and Rad'us de Pilkynton on 
"the other part. . . . For that cause thereof the marriage 
" between the aforesaid Margery and Ralph contracted and in 
" Holy Church solemnised we annul, &c. Given under our 
"Official Seal, at Chester, on the 241)1 day of July, 1432." 
\Rivington Deeds and Documents, No. 4.]

The archidiaconal seal is still appended to this 
decree.
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There was no issue by this marriage, but by his 
second wife there were several sons.

He married secondly, in or about 1447, Margaret, 
sister of William Ambrose.

On 2ist August, 1447, Alexander cle Pilkyngton, 
the father of Ralph, attorns Robert Unton to 
deliver in his name, for life, to Margaret, sister of 
William Ambrose and wife of Ralph cle Pilkynton, 
lands, &c., in Rivington which Robert Carlisle and 
Geoffrey Worsley lately held. Rivington Deed 
No. 6. This is doubtless the property which, 
about 1437, Alexander de Pilkington had handed 
to Robert Unton, as security for the payment 
of one hundred marks. [IVilloiv's Muniments, 
No. 8.]

Dame Margaret survived her husband, and was 
still alive on the i4th July, 16 Edward IV (1476), 
as shown by Rivington Deed No. 83, in which her 
son Robert, the heir, settles on her, for her life, 
the tenements called Rugh-hey, in Rivington, and 
the closes called Lane-field and Lane-carr. She 
is also called " widow " in deeds Nos. 31 and 89, 
dated 6th September, 16 Edward IV (1476).

The precise date of Ralph's death is not known. 
Several Inquisitions post mortem were held, and 
the date is given differently in each. According to 
the Inquisition post mortem taken at Eccles, on 
26th January, 1478, he died on the 3<Dth January, 
15 Edward IV (1475-6) [Chetliam Society, vol. xcix, 
p. 105 | ; but at the Inquisition held at Lancaster, 
loth September, 1507, before William Smythe, 
Esq., the Escheator for the county, the date of his 
death is given as i6th March, 17 Edward IV 
(1476-7). {Rivington Deeds and Documents, No. 67.] 
The 3Oth January, 1475-6, is doubtless the correct 
date.

He had issue two and possibly more sons 
i. Robert, of whom we treat next as IXc.
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2. William, called in the deeds "William, brother 
of Robert," and, in 1476, "William, son of Ralph" 
[Kuerden's MS., vol. iv, College of Arms], regarding 
whom nothing further has been traced.

The names of George and Richard occur in 
Rivington Deed No. j, as attorneys to deliver seisin 
for Robert, son and heir of Ralph, but whether 
they were sons is not stated. Further, Geoffrey 
Pilkington, 29 whose relationship is not known, is 
appointed by Robert, son of Ralph, as his attorney 
for a similar purpose. Rivington Deed No. <$y.

IXc. ROBERT PILKINGTON, the son and heir of 
Ralph, was born about 1447 or 1450, the date 
being variously stated in the different Inquisitions 
post mortem, already referred to, which were held 
after the death of his father.

By a deed of 16 Edward IV (1475-6), Robert

-9 The Lincolnshire Visitation of 1634 [MS. at Coll. <>f Anns, C. 23] makes 
this Geoffrey 1'ilkinghm the ancestor of that branch. In some respects 
there are evident errors in the pedigree, but, omitting these, the following 
abstract may be of interest: 

Geoffrey Pilkington, of Kivington. =

I 
Oliver Pilkington, of Wigan. =

Thomas Pilkington, = 
of Wold Newton, 
co. Lincoln, Clerk.

~ Margaret Pilkington, 
of co. Cambridge.

James.
.. 1. 

\Viliiani.

I 
Nathaniel Pilkington, Parson of North- = Anne, (iau. of Stephen Cerre, Mark.

colts and 
in 1616.

1
1 homas

Pilkington,
of Swilland,
co. Suffolk,

clerk,
ton and heir

of Howerby-cum-LJeasby 
He died 1642.

|
Richard, of Northcotts,

co. Lincoln.
Living 1634. Second son.

Inherited in 1634 ;
married, in 1633,

Elizabeth, daughter of
Samuel Wildman,

of Preston ; died 1661.
leaving two sons

and one daughter.

of Bainton, co. York. She 
died 1644.

1
George,

of London.
Living
1634.

Third son.

'

|
Elizabeth. = Nathaniel

Not named
in the

Visitation.
She died

1639,
according to

an epitaph
recently ,

discovered.

Ihimfrey.
[Probably
son of the

Rev.
Lawrence
I lunifrey,

U.D.]
«s

0 2
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Pylkynton covenants with Thurstan Tildesley that 
he will wed Joan, daughter of Thurstan Tyldesley, 
&c. [Kucrdcn's MSS., vol. iv, College of Arms, and 
Palmer, B 10.] The deed of dower is dated 6th 
September, 16 Edward IV.

He died 28 Sept., 1508, being 61 years old, having 
survived his father upwards of 31 years, as appears 
from Inq. P. M. held at Preston 6 and 7 April, 3 
Hen. VIII (1512). Robert had issue as stated in 
pedigree sheet, and 

Xc. RICHARD PILKINGTON, the son and heir of 
Robert, succeeded in due course to the lordship of 
the manor of Rivington and the various other family 
estates belonging to this branch.

He was born about 1484, as shown by the 
Inquisition post mortem, held at Preston in 
3 Henry VIII, after the death of his father.

He married Alice, daughter of Lawrence As- 
shawe, of the Hall on the Hill, and sister of Roger 
and Lawrence Asshawe, of Heath Charnock, as is 
set forth in the marriage bond and covenant dated 
loth October, 20 Henry VII (1504) between Law 
rence Asshawe, senior, Roger Asshawe, son and 
heir apparent of Lawrence, William Blundell, of 
Ince Blundell, and Henry Sale, of Bedfordshire, 
senior, on the one part, and Robert Pilkington 
(the father of Richard) on the other part. Willow's 
Muniments, No. 15.] She died about 1564, aged 80.

Richard built Rivington Church ; and his son, the 
Bishop of Durham, placed a monumental picture 
therein, to the memory of his father and mother, a 
description of which is given later on. He had a 
large family, viz., seven sons and five daughters. 
Four of the former he educated for the Church, at 
St. John's College, Cambridge a matter of no 
trifling cost in those days.

Richard died in 1551, aged 65, and was buried



1. PUBLIC   I JAMES PILKINGTON,

BISHOP OF DURHAM. 

BORN I5ID CONSECRATED 1360, DIED 1575.
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on the 24th May of that year at Rivington Church."' 0 
His issue embraced the following :  

1. Charles, who died prior to 1544.
2. George, called .son and heir in Rivington deed, 

No. 35 (1544), regarding whom we shall shortly 
treat as descent XIc.

3. The Right Reverend James Pilkington, B.D., 
and afterwards D.D., born about 1518. Me studied 
at St. John's College, Cambridge, where he took 
his first degree in 1538, s ' and was elected, on the 
26th March of that year, a fellow of his college. 
This James was a zealous reformer, continually 
agitating for greater activity amongst those in high 
office in the Church, and in 1549 took part in 
the controversies at Cambridge on the subject of 
Transubstantiation. In 1550 he was presented by 
Edward VI to the vicarage of Kendal, which living 
he resigned in 1551 and returned to his college. 
It was in this latter year that he took the degree 
of 13.D.

When Queen Mary ascended the throne in 1554, 
he thought it expedient to retire to the continent, 
along with his brother John and other eminent 
divines, to escape the prevailing persecutions, and 
lived at Zurich, Basle, Geneva, and Frankfort, at 
which places he read lectures on portions of the 
Bible, and compiled the several Commentaries on 
the Book of Ecclesiastes and the Epistles of St. 
Paul. While on the continent he was associated 
with some of the leading reformers of the age, by 
whom his theological opinions seem to have been 
strongly influenced.

30 As a pestilence, called the ruteating sickness, broke out in April, 1551, 
and extended its ravages to almost every corner of the kingdom, it is not im 
probable that Richard Pilkinytcm was one of its victims, and doubtless the 
prevalence of the epidemic may account for there being no recorded inquisition 
post mortem in reference to his death.

3' According to the University Registers, he took his degree of A. IJ. in 
1538; A.M. in 1542, and S.T.ll. in 1551.
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After his return to England he was elected, on 
the 2Oth July, 1559, master of St. John's College, 
Cambridge (in succession to Dr. Bulloch, who was 
deposed by Queen Elizabeth), and was Regius Pro 
fessor of Divinity for the University, and one of the 
revivers of Greek literature. Queen Elizabeth ap 
pointed him, together with Parker and other divines, 
to revise the Book of Common Prayer, and the 
alterations then made were sanctioned by the Par 
liamentary Act of Uniformity of 24th June, 1559. 
He was one of those selected to preach at St. Paul's 
Cross, and preached there on Sunday, gth February, 
1560. In the same year he preached twice before 
the Queen at Court.

On the 26th December, 1560, in recognition of 
his talents as a preacher and profound theologian, 
he was appointed first Protestant Bishop of Dur 
ham, being consecrated on the 2nd March, and 
enthroned in the cathedral on the loth April, 
1560-61 his brother Leonard succeeding him as 
master of St. John's College, Cambridge.

On the insurrection of the North in favour of the 
Roman Catholic revival and the subversion of the 
civil government, he fled to London with his family, 
his daughters being disguised as beggars and the 
insurgents caused Mass to be celebrated in his 
cathedral. After the suppression of the revolt, 
however, he returned to his diocese.

In 1562 his Exposition on the Prophets Haggai 
and Obadiah [Aggcus and Abdias] was printed; 
and, after his death, " An Exposition upon certain 
chapters of Nehemiah, with a preface by John Fox " 
(who was a Prebend at Durham, 1572). His various 
works and pamphlets have been published by the 
Parker Society.

Affection for his native place led him to build and 
endow a Free Grammar School at Rivington, for 
which Queen Elizabeth granted letters patent on
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the I3th May, 1566; and at the beginning of the 
present century the settled estates were sold hy 
the Governors, realizing over £8000, which was 
otherwise invested. The Bishop carefully drew up 
statutes for the regulation of this school, minutely 
detailing the system of education to be pursued.

It may be thought that the mere dry list of rules 
for the conduct of a school cannot show much of 
human interest; but we have only to look very 
little below the surface of these rather prolix sta 
tutes to find a very vivid picture of the social life, 
habits, morals, and degree of culture prevailing in 
a remote Lancashire district, in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. 3 ' The offences deprecated in the statutes 
show how rude and coarse were the times, and how 
the more far-seeing men of the day strove to amend, 
with the revived learning of the renaissance, the 
decay of the middle ages.

For the conduct of the governors he lays down 
very strict rules, giving them precedence according 
to seniority in speaking in their councils ; but he is 
not confident, even with his minute instructions 
before them (which they are to read over at their 
meetings), that they can get on without quarrelling, 
he, therefore, inculcates that " they shall quietly 
" hear each other's opinion, without chiding or 
" checking any man." Neither does he trust their 
right dealing implicitly, for he prescribes a form of 
oath of admission, as well as one to be taken after 
the election of governors or masters. He further 
provides that everything is to be done without favour 
or nepotism. In certain events of the managers 
not fulfilling their trust, their acts can be superseded 
by the master of St. John's College, Cambridge, or 
the Bishops of Chester or Durham.

a Bishop Pilkington evidently had this point in his mirnl when the Riving- 
ton School Seal was designed for in the left hand of the usher or school 
master (used in lieu of a crest) is a book, on which are the words, " O foolish 
" Galatians." [See Rivington School Seal, p. 212.]
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There is a terrible picture of juvenile depravity 
from which the discipline of the school is to reclaim 
the scholars. The list of correction runs, " but 
" those that be dullards, unthrilts, runaways, neg- 
" ligent, alehouse hunters, gaders in the night, 
" truants, gamesters, dalliers with women, harlot- 
" hunters, troublers of their fellows, brawlers, 
" swearers, liars, tale-tellers, not given to prayer 
" nor resorting to church, or profiting by their 
" learning these shall they correct with rods if 
" the offender be under 16 years of age." A sorry 
list of offences for lads of tender age ! In a second 
list of offences he contemns dancing and libidinous 
language. In addition to the terrors of the master's 
rod, monitors are provided, who " shall have both 
" rods, ferula, and palmer to correct them withall." 
Further, there is a delightful testimony to the pug 
nacious independence of the Lancashire lads of the 
day, in a saving clause relating to corporal punish 
ment, which provides, "If any be too sturdy to 
" take it," he is to be reported to the governors. 
We can imagine the threatened pupil doubling his 
bucolic fists, with a Latin imprecation (for they 
had to speak in Latin), in defiance of the rod of 
the trembling master. But the faithful shepherd 
tries to lead as well as to drive his stubborn flock, 
he provides special prayers for morning, noon, and 
night, also for other occasions. He prescribes for 
the chief amusement the good old English practice 
of archery. The instructions for teaching aim at 
driving into the scholars as much of the Bishop's 
own learning as can be put into them. He posi 
tively revels in the prospect of cramming them with 
Latin conversation in school, and gives a long list 
of classic authors (Latin and Greek), including 
Cato, Erasmus, Virgil, Cicero, and Horace. He 
is also urgent that they should be taught to write 
and to practice written exercises. It would seem
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as though writing by no means kept pace with 
reading and learning, for we get an incidental 
glimpse of the education of the clergy of this period 
in the provision made for the teaching of writing 
and singing. A stipend is allotted to the curate 
of the church if he teach, but if he will not, or 
cannot teach to sing or write, another teacher is to 
be provided. The statutes implv that the purpose 
of the school is to prepare its pupils for the Church, 
and the still unsettled state of doctrine is shown by 
the provision that " the eldest sort who are ready 
" to become ministers must be perfected in Calvin's 
" Catechism and Institutions."

In Appendix B will be found a copv of the 
earliest recorded list of the scholars (one hundred 
and thirteen in number), being that for the year 
: 575- J ne great need of public schools of the 
reformed faith is admirably illustrated by this long 
roll of scholars, education previously having been 
mainly in the hands of the monastic orders, who 
had recently been dispersed ; and accessions from 
the ranks of the gentry, not only in the vicinity of 
Rivington but from considerable distances, attests 
the value set upon the new foundation. Besides 
four Pilkingtons who were pupils, the following 
noted names occur : Two Norrises of Speake, two 
Mathers, two Sherburnes (one being the sixth son 
of Sir Richard Sherburne), three Breeres, two 
Standishes of Duxbury, and three Adlingtons.

About the year 1560 the Bishop was privately 
married to Alice, daughter of Sir John Kingsmill,

33 A translation of these statutes was published in 1837, by the Rev. J« 
Whitaker, M.A.. then the head-master of Kivington School, and the volume 
is prefaced by an interesting memoir of liishop I'iikington.

The first governors appointed under the letters patent of Queen Klizabelh 
were Thomas Asshawe, Esq. (the bishop's brother-in-law), George I'iikington, 
Esq. (the elder brother of the bishop), Thomas Shaw, Gentleman (the bishop's 
nephew), Richard Kivington, John Green, and Kalph Whittle. Subsequent 
governors were to be chosen irom residents in the townships of Kivington, 
Anglesarch, Foulds, Anderton, Heath Charnock, and Horwich.
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of Sidmanton, Hampshire. The reason for this 
secrecy is supposed to have been due to the ex 
pressed dislike by the Queen to married prelates.

In his lengthy will, dated 4th February, 1571, 
which was proved i8th December, 1576, occur the 
following words : " I make Alice Kingsmill, now 
" my known wife, and Deborah and Ruth, my 
" daughters by her, with such other children as I 
" shall have by her, my full and lawful executors," 
&c., &c.

The Bishop died at the early age of fifty-five, 
on the 23rd January, 1575-76, at Bishop-Auckland, 
where, at his request, he was buried ; but his 
remains were afterwards removed to Durham 
Cathedral, and interred in the choir, before the 
high altar, on the 24th May following. 31

On the tomb over his grave an epitaph was 
written by his Chancellor, Robert Swift, the fol 
lowing copy of which has been preserved, and is 
published in Brown Willis's Survey of Cathedrals, 
having been extracted from a MS. in the Bodleian 
Library : 

" D. Jacobo Pilkintono Episcopo Dunelm. Dioc. (cui per 
" annos 14 menses 10 et dies 23 maxima fide prrefuit). 
" Lancastrensi, ex Kquestri Pilkingtonorum familia, Rivingtoniae 
" oriundo ; et Scholai ibid, grammaticalis sub nomine et auspiciis 
" Elizabeths Reginre Fundatori piisimo ;

" Cantabrigite in Col. 1). Johan, primum Alumno, post Magistro, 
" ac tandem in Acad. ipsa professor! disertissimo,

" In Aggeum et Abdiam et in Nehemne pattern
" Angiice interpret! vere Ecclesiastico. 

" Mariana tempcstate religionis ergo inter alios
" 1'ios, exuli Chrisliano.

" Eruditione, judicio, pietate, disputatione, condone, Justitia 
"et hospitalitate, viro sui seculi, clarissimo. Aliciae ex equestri 
" Kingsinillorum Sigmentorine in Com. Hampton, Marilo; ac 
" Josuae, Isaaci, Deborse et Ruthae, Liberorum Parenti sanctissimo.

34 Canon Tristram, D.D., chancellor to the present bishop, writes : " I am 
" sorry to say that Bishop I'ilkington's monument in our Cathedral at Durham 
" has utterly perished, though we know where it was."

T
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" Aiicklandue Episc. 23 Jaiiuarii 1575 Eliz. Regin. 18 nioricnti 
" et ibi condito ; post hac Dunelmi 24 Mali. 

"Sqnilto anno seiatis 55.
" Domini Jesu servo posuit Robertas Swiftus suns in Kcclcsi- 

" asticis, cancellarius et alumnus."

His old friend and companion when in exile, 
John Fox (the author of the Book of Martyrs), and 
Lawrence Humphrey, D.D., wrote long elegiac 
verses in Latin to his memorv, which space will 
not permit to he quoted.

The issue by this marriage was :- 
(a) Joshua, died young.
(b) Isaac, died young.
(c) Deborah, baptized at Auckland, 8th Oct., 

1564, the Earl of Bedford being her godfather 
(vide the bishop's codicil, 1575). She was be 
trothed to Thomas (the grandson of Sir Thomas) 
Gargrave, as set forth in the bishop's will, but 
did not marry him. She married, 1st, Walter 
Duntze, of Little Willenham, co. Berks, and, 
2nd, Sir James Mervyn, knight, of Fonthill 
Giffard, and M.P. for Wilts, but died without 
issue.

(d) Ruth, who married Sir Henry Harrington, 
son of Sir James Harrington, knight, of Red- 
lington, co. Rutland. She died in 1627, leaving 
issue ; and her great grand-daughter, the Hon. 
Mary Roper, married Dr. Thomas Fuller, the 
church historian, author of British Worthies.

It will thus be seen that the bishop died without an 
heir-male.

4. Francis was another son of Richard Pilking- 
ton and Alice Asshawe, his wife. Of him little is 
known ; but on ist August, 1544, Richard Pilking- 
ton, lord of the manor of Rivington, names Francis 
as third in entail. For some time he lived at Auck 
land, and acted as steward to his brother the bishop; 
afterwards he resided with his brother, the Rev.
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Leonard Pilkington at Whithurn, and is said to 
have heen buried at Whitburn, 3Oth July, 1597.

It has been thought that this Francis is identical 
with Francis Pilkington, B.M., who is described in 
the Stanley Papers as " lutenist and chaunter to 
" the cathedral of Chester," and who in 1595 was 
admitted bachelor of music of Lincoln College, 
Oxford, and in 1624 composed a set of madrigals 
and pastorals for viols and voices. This could 
hardly have been the case, as Francis, the brother 
of the bishop, is said to have died in 1597, and 
would hardly have taken a degree in music so late 
in life ; nor is it likely that he would have studied at 
Oxford, when four members of the family had gra 
duated at Cambridge.

5. Rev. Leonard Pilkington, D.D., 35 who was 
appointed, on the igth October, 1561, master of 
St. John's College, and Regius Professor of Divinity 
for the University of Cambridge, in succession to 
his brother the bishop; but this position he resigned, 
and on f>th Sept., 1567, was .installed Rector of 
Whitburn, in county Durham, and Prebend of the 
7th stall in Durham cathedral.

He married, first, Catherine .... by whom he 
had issue, three sons and two daughters, and on 
each of whom he made handsome settlements during 
his lifetime, as set forth in his voluminous will, 
dated l6th November, 1598. He married, 3oth 
Sept., 1597, for his second wife, Jane Dyllycotes 
(a Frenchwoman) widow of Richard Barnes, D.D. 
(who was Lord Bishop of Durham in succession to 
Bishop Pilkington), but had no issue by her. She 
survived her husband, but died in 1605, and was 
buried at Durham cathedral on the 2Oth June, by 
the side of her first husband.

35 The Rev. Leonard Pilkington took his degrees at Cambridge A.B. in 
1543; A.M. in 1549; S.T.li. in 1561 ; and S.T.I', in 1566. He gave to lh« 
University an Aelfric MS. (Gg. 3, 28).
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Leonard acquired a considerable property in 
Cleavedon and Whitburn, out of which his familv 
was well provided for. He died August, 1599, 
leaving issue as stated in the sheet pedigree.

[PIis second son, Joseph, was the father of James, 
who was baptised at St. Andrew's, Auckland, 5th 
September, 1604, and buried at Bishop Auckland 
on 2nd July, 1617. There is naturally no mention 
of him in Joseph's carcfullv prepared and exhaustive 
will, which enumerates the children alive when it 
was made. The will referred to was proved at 
Durham, by his widow, on the 2jrd April, 1623.

Sir George Nayler, York Herald, Sir Bernard 
Burke, and others erroneously call this James the 
James Pilkington of Sharpies, who was married at 
Bolton Church on the 3rd October, 1627, to Eliza 
beth, daughter of Hugh Stones, of Sharpies, and 
died ijth December, 1691, leaving a numerous 
familv, including a son, James, from whom several 
prominent Lancashire families and the Pilkingtons 
of Carrick, county Wicklow, trace their descent.]

6. Rev. John Pilkington, D.D., the sixth son of 
Richard and Alice, was born about 1530. As in 
the case of his brothers, he prosecuted his studies 
at St. John's College, Cambridge.' 6

The Bishop's correspondence shows that he had 
great difficulty to find suitable persons to fill the 
vacancies in his diocese, and doubtless for that 
reason, on the 8th October, 1561, he appointed 
John, then a doctor of divinity, his chaplain and 
prebendary of the second stall in the cathedral at 
Durham, but prior to this he was a prebend of St. 
Paul's Cathedral, London. On 5th Dec., 1563, he 
became Archdeacon of Durham and Rector of Kas-

36 He took his degrees  A.13. in 1545, A.M. in 1549, and S.T.Ii. in 1561. 
Mr. F. Jenkinson. the Librarian at Cambridge University, writes : " Do you 
'  know that Sidney Sussex College has some valuable MSS. given about 
" 1570-80 by John Pilkington : some of them have his autograph f "
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ington, vacant by the resignation of John Ebclen, 
D.D. His will is dated i8th August, 1603, and was 
proved at Durham the same year. He left issue :  
John; Samuel; Noah, of Aislabie, who married Me- 
riel, daughter of John Storie; Abraham; Isaac, who 
married Margaret Woodefield ; Jacob ; Thomas, 
who married Ursula Hicks ; Elizabeth, who married 
John Blasset ; also a daughter named Ann.

7. Rev. Lawrence Pilkington, M.A., the youngest 
son of Richard, was born about 1540. He also 
was educated at St. John's College, Cambridge. 
After being Vicar of Norham, co. Northumberland, 
he was in 1569 collated to the rectory of Kimbles- 
worth I Kinnesworth!, with the united curacy of 
Witton-Gilbert, co. Durham. He married Alice 
Hollywell about I5th November, 1578, but died 
2ist March, 1582-3, and was buried at Witton- 
Gilbert. There is said to have been no issue by 
the marriage.

Richard had, in addition to the aforementioned 
seven sons, five daughters, as will be seen by 
reference to the sheet pedigree.

XIc.  GEORGE PILKINGTON, son and heir to 
Richard, was born about 1515, and succeeded to 
the lordship of the manor of Rivington on the 
death of his father. He married Anne, the 
daughter of Geoffrey Shakerley, of Shakerley 
Hall, in or prior to 1538, as in that year his father 
settled on him and Anne, his wife, the New Hall, 
Rivington. Kucrden's MS., vol. iv, College of 
Arms, and Palmer, D 52.] He died in 1597, and 
had issue as stated in the sheet pedigree, amongst 
others 

XI Ic.   ROBERT PILKINGTON, styled son and 
heir-apparent of George Pilkington in the Rivington 
deed No. 69, 1596. The date of his birth we are
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unable to discover, as the Rivington Church 
registers between 1566 and 1703 are missing.

It would appear that he was brought up to the 
law, for, in a bond 31 Elizabeth, 1589 [Willow's 
Muniments, No. 24!, he is described as of Gray's 
Inn, county Middlesex, as also in 1596 [R.D., 
No. 70]. 37

After the death of his father in 1597 he resided 
at the Old Hall, Rivington.

During the last 13 years of his life he held various 
offices under the Crown, amongst others that of 
Farmer of the Queen's Mills at Shulton, county 
Leicester, and in this respect, in 15/2-3, was plain 
tiff in a suit about Mills and Wastes in Shulton 
Manor. [Duchy Lane., vol. iii, p. 152.] From 1592- 
1605 he was Feodary for the county of Lancaster.

Robert entered upon his patrimonial estate some 
what diminished in area, and considerably burdened 
with the debts arising out of litigation which had 
been going on, and his position became further 
weakened in consequence of his determined efforts 
to enclose the waste lands of the manor, and to get 
the estates, which had been enfeoffed to freeholders 
or charterers, into his own hands.

The transfers and re-transfers of the property at 
this period are numerous and perplexing, but the 
executors on 3oth March, 1611, make an absolute 
sale of the whole estates to the latest assignees, 
Robert Lever, of Darcey Lever, and Thomas 
Breres, of Preston, in consideration of a payment 
of £1730, the purchasers agreeing to take the 
liabilities and responsibilities of the lord of the 
manor upon themselves. This sum would, doubt 
less, not be the full value of the property, but rather

37 We find from the records of Gray's Inn that he was entered there on 
27th April, 1586, and that he is therein described as "Robert Pilkington, of 
" Rivington, co. Lancaster, and of Staple Inn, gentleman." [ Vide Admissions 
to Cray's Inn, by Joseph Foster. ]
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what it was worth over and above the amounts 
advanced on mortgage during Robert's lifetime.

Amongst the Rivington papers is one, No. 76, 
being an "extent" made for legal purposes, to 
which is attached a list of the tenants who, on 
14th July, 1610, belonged to the Old Hall of 
Rivington. From this the following is an abstract  
" Oliver Pilkington3* holds two fair messuages, with 
a barn and other necessary outbuildings (6 roods) 
for 7 years, £15 os. 5d. rent. Mrs. Catherine 
Pilkington a fair messuage, with necessary out- 
housing, called " The New Hall," for 14 years 
(one acre) yearly value £12."

Robert married Elizabeth .... [who, in 1609, 
was the wife of Thomas Brocket of Eringden, 
county Herts , by whom he had no issue.

On the iGth November, 1605, the day before his 
death, Robert made his will, and therein he ap 
points Richard Hutton, Esq., sergeant-at-law, 39 
Thomas Tyldesley, Esq., and his sister Catherine 
Pilkington, his executors, and orders that, after 
payment of all debts and legacies, which in duty 
towards God and man he is bound to discharge, the 
balance of his inheritance shall descend to Richard 
Hutton, Esq., and his heirs for ever.

At the Inquisition P.M. held I2th March, 1610, 
the jurors say upon oath that Robert Pilkington, 
on 6th July, 1601, was seized in his demesne as of 
fee, of and in the manor of Rivington, and of 24

38 This Oliver Pilkington was living in 1600, and was still a tenant on the 
estate in 1618. He alon£ with his son GeotTry are named in the will of his 
brother James, of \Yi^an, in 1627 ; but, in 1635, his daughter, Klizabeth I'il- 
kin^ton, of Kivington, spinster, in her will orders her body to be buried near 
her father and mother in Rivington parish church. Oliver's son Geoffry had 
a son James (a name frequently met with at this period), also a brother 
William, of Wigan, whose eldest son William was mayor of Wigan in 1625 
and in 1637, and was created a freeman of Liverpool in 1639.

39 Richard Hutton took the degree of sergeant-.it-law in the Easter Term 
of 1603, and, as Sir Richard Hutton, was Justice of Common Pleas on the 3rd 
May, 1617.
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messuages, 4 cottages, 300 acres of land, 100 acres 
of meadows, 40 acres of pasture, 20 acres of wood, 
500 acres of furze and heath, 200 acres of moor, 
and 500 acres of moss, with appurtenances in Riv 
ington, Heath Charnock, and \Valton-in-le-Dale, 
&c. ; that Robert died on the I7th November, 1605, 
without heir of his body.

Thus we see that the ancient manor of Rivington 
passed into other hands, Robert being the last lord 
of the manor of the name of Pilkington.

THE PILKINGTON PICTURE.

This paper wr oulcl not be complete without a 
reference to the quaint monumental picture in the- 
little stone church at Rivington, which is said to 
have been placed there by Bishop Pilkington to the 
memory of his father, who built that church ;'" and 
to perpetuate the fact that Rivington was the birt^i 
place of the first Protestant Bishop of Durham."""

The architectural setting of the painting, most 
likely, is meant to be a conventional view of the 
nave of Durham cathedral, drawn from description 
rather than from the building, as the design is a

4° There had been a chantry-chapel prior to this date, as shewn by the 
commission ordered 1st May, 1533-34. [Due. L<nic,, vol. ii, pp. 138, 139, 
No. 2.] The small but pretty stone church of Kivington is picturesquely 
situated on the hill side, near the causeway which divides the two larges: 
lakes of what was, until lately, Liverpool's chief water supply. The exterior 
has been considerably restored, but the interior (which is devoid of arcades or 
side aisles) has undergone little change-, though the massive oak beams look 
somewhat decayed. A fine ornamental oak screen, dividing the nave from 
the chancel, is in splendid preservation, as is also the oak octagonal-shaped 
pulpit (similar to the one shown in the picture) ;he panels of which are uni 
formly ornamented with .1 quaint stiff-looking design of ears of corn and 
acorns, the upper cornice being decorated with vine-leaves. At one corner of 
the churchyard is .-in ancient campanile or detached belfry (unfortunately crum 
bling to decay) of two storeys the lower portion, formerly used as a charnel- 
house, is now a receptacle for grave-digger's tools. This belfry is referred to 
in the indenture of the sale of the manor, by the executors of Robert I'ilking- 
ton, grandson of Richard, in 1661. [A'iv. Deed, No. 40, Willmo's Muni 
ments] . Although many instances occur in the midland, southern, an;l eastern 
counties of detached belfries isome of them of magnificent proportions and 
fine detail), they are comparatively rare in the north, ami this humble .-tructurc 
is thought to be the only one in Lancashire.
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structural impossibility, and represents no known 
style correctly.

One characteristic of the picture deserves especial 
notice. The costumes, which at that period dis 
tinguished, to a great extent, the status of the 
wearers, are most accurately delineated, as well as 
the official ecclesiastical vestments. Among these 
it may be remarked that the figure of the bishop, 
represented in the pulpit in the background, is shown 
wearing his episcopal robes, with the cap peculiar 
to the time.

Displayed along the wall, between the columns 
supporting the roof, and hanging on hooks, are four 
cut and scrolled Elizabethan framework panels, 
bearing the following inscriptions : 

FIRST PANEL.

" Richard' Pilki'gton' qui tcplii hoc condidit, Kic sepelicbatur, 
" iino domini 1551, et Mail 24 tune diiica trinitatis ac cetatis suae 
" 65, bonse memoriae vir."

TRANSLATION. (" Richard Pilkington, who built this church, 
was buried here in the year of Our Lord 1551, and the 24th May, 
then Trinity Sunday, aged 65. A man of good esteem.)

SECOND PANEL.

" Alicia Asshaw, eisJ uxor, 12 liberos ei peperit e quib' tres 
" Cosionatores sut et Catabrigien e Collegio S. Johanis, ac ea 
" vivit octogenaria." " Fathers teache yor childre nurtur and 
" learning of the Lord. 1 '

TRANSLATION. (Alice Asshaw, his wife, bore him 12 children, 
of whom three are preachers and of St. John's College Cambridge. 
She lived So years. Fathers teach your children nurture and 
learning of the Lord.)

THIRD PANEL.

" Jacobus illorum filius creat' Fpiscop' Dunolme, 2 Martii ano 
" 1560, et a^tatis suoe 42, hanc schoHi aperuit ano 1566 et tcplu." 
" Childre obey your parets in the Lord."

TRANSLATION. (James, their son, became Bishop of Durham 
on the 2oth March, in the year 1560, and the 42nd year of his 
age. He opened this school and church in the year 1566. 
Children obey your parents in the Lord, i
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FOURTH PANEL.

" Let your lights shine so before men y' they may see y°r good 
" works, and praise yor father in heaven. Lord save us, we perish. 
" Lord encrease our faith."

At a table on the left of the picture there are 
fourteen figures at prayer, which represent Richard 
Pilkington, Alice his wife, and their children. The 
seven sons (including the Bishop in his rochet and 
gown) are kneeling behind their father at one side of 
the table, and on the other are the five daughters 
behind their mother.

Over the table is hung, against a pillar, the 
family escutcheon emblazoned, A rgent a cross pa- 
tonce Gules voided of the field, with the mark of 
cadency of a second son [a crescent Azure] in the dexter 
chief, surmounted by the crest, a mower with his 
scythe. The mark of cadency refers to Richard's 
lineal descent from Robert, Lord of Rivington, 
the second son of the Sir Roger Pilkington who 
died in 1347. 4I

To the pillar on the right is attached an orna 
mental shield of the arms of the see of Durham, 
impaling those of Bishop Pilkington, which show 
the augmentation granted to him on the loth Feb 
ruary, 1561, by Sir Gilbert Dethicke, Garter King 
of Arms, viz., Argent a crosspatonce Gules voided of 
the field, on a chief vert, 3 suns Or, with the mark of 
cadency of a second son. Above these arms, in place 
of a crest, is a figure of the Bishop, robed, in a 
pulpit, in the act of preaching.

Below this, again, is a triple carved Elizabethan 
frame, in the centre compartment of which are the 
arms of the bishop, as already described, impaling 
those of his wife Alice, daughter of Sir John Kings- 
mill : Argent, semee of cross-crosslets fitchee. Sable,

41 As there was no grant of arms to the Asshaw family until 1599, an im 
palement with Asshaw could not appear on Kit-hard I'ilkington's escutcheon.

P 2
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a chevron ermines, between 3 millrinds of the second, 
a chief ermine.

The remaining compartments, like the former, 
contain inscriptions partly in Latin and partly in 
English : 

" Thus shall the man be blessed y' fears y c Lord. Be trustie 
" unto death and I will give thee life to come."

" Quod deus conjunxit homo non separet." " Come, Lord 
" Jesus, come quicklie."

TRANSLATION. " What God hath joined let no man separate.'' 
" Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly."

Along the top of the painting, in bold letters, 
are the words 

" Vivit post funera virtus." (Virtue lives after death.)

The original picture unluckily was destroyed on 
the ist December, 1834, owing to a pile of wooden 
benches having been set fire to whilst the church 
was being cleaned. [Vide Riv. Church Records.] 
Fortunately, however, a copy had been made in 
1821 for Mr. Win. Ormerod Pilkington of Preston, 
and from it and what remained of the original that 
which now hangs in Rivington Church was executed 
in 1835. In the Rivington accounts for 1835 there 
is an entry " Paid for copying the picture of the 
" Pilkington family in Rivington church, £11 10/6."

Accompanying is an engraving of this curious 
historical memento, taken from a copper plate 
kindly lent by Mr. Wm. Pilkington, D.L., of Roby 
Hall, who claims descent from the Durham branch.

THE RIVINGTON SCHOOL SEAL.

The illustration on the opposite page is a copy 
of an impression of the seal in the writer's posses 
sion, taken from the original die. The latter, 
unfortunately, was lost during the removal, in 1882, 
from the old school, near Rivington church, to the

1



PLATE XXXV. H. S. OK I.. AM) C.

,-it.AL.

AUTOGRAPH OF HISHOP PILKINGTON".

'I lie above U a copy of the llisliop's autograph, which is inscribed on the
fly leaf uf .1 hible of 1557, printed by Kubertus Stephanie, and

edited by Vatablns, (>cing one of ^5 books presented
by Jiiin to St. John's College, Cambridge.
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more commodious and better-situated premises, 
two miles away.

The new institution is called " The Rivington 
and Blackrocl Grammar School," and has been 
built by the Charity Commissioners out of the funds 
derived from Bishop Pilkington's endowments, to 
gether with portion of a Blackrod trust.

Round the edge of the seal are the words 
SIGILLUM SCHOLARCHARUM DE RIVl'GTON, [i.e., The

seal of the schoolmaster of Rivington . Inside
are the arms of the see of Durham impaling those 
of Bishop Pilkington (who founded and endowed 
the school), over which is a scroll containing the
motto, " QUI PARCIT. VIRG/E ODIT FILIU," he who

spares the rod spoils the child] and above this, 
the figure of a schoolmaster (or " usher," as he 
is styled in the school statutes) three-quarters 
length, clad in a furred gown in his right hand a 
birch rod and in his left an open book, containing 
the letters shown in the margin, which read, " O 
foolish (folyslic) Galatians," being the opening 
words of the 3rd chapter of St. Paul's epistle to 
the Galatians.42 Above the left shoulder of the 
schoolmaster is the date, 1566, and under his arms 
are the initials of the founder, "I. D." [i.e. Jacobus 
Dunelmi].

CONCLUSION.

Here we close this record of the Pikingtons who 
lived prior to the i6th century, by no means a short 
lived race.

We have seen them as great landowners in Lan 
cashire, in Yorkshire, and in other counties ; as 
sharing the glories or defeats of their country's

42 This text, doubtless, is meant to display the deep concern the Bishop had 
for the well-being of the community, and his desire for reform in the social 
life of the people. The Rivington School statutes, which he drew up, clearly 
show that such was the case.
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wars, at one time high in royal favour, then stripped 
of their great possessions in a losing cause. We 
have also seen them as ecclesiastics, ruling from 
high place in the Church, and as excelling in the 
art of music and song. Nowhere do we find them 
associated with crime or any great political intrigue. 
The change that comes upon all men's lives and 
fortunes has embraced theirs in man's common lot. 
It may be that their old honours will never revive ; 
but who can say ?

So runs the round of life from year to year  
tints, Now thus."
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APPENDIX A. 

Contributed by Mr. Edward W. Cox.

THE ANCIENT PILKINGTON MANOR HOUSE, CALLED
"STAND, OR WHITEFIELD HALL," NEAR

PILKINGTON.
The building, together with the later mansion, 

stands on high ground sloping away on every side, 
and would be very defensible ; but there are no 
traces of entrenchments or defensive walls either to 
the old or the more recent erection.

This ancient hall, formerly the seat of the 
Pilkingtons, is framed of massive timber, set up 
in the way usual with work of the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries. Such buildings show much 
sameness of detail, and vary little, in Lancashire 
and Cheshire, from the reign of Edward III to 
that of Henry VIII. The roof is of massive 
framed principals, three in number ; the one at 
the southern end is carried on clustered pillars of 
oak, to form the screen, and framed in quatrefoils. 
Traces of the dais-canopy can be made out at the 
other end of the hall. The side windows are lofty, 
mullioned with oak, and loop tracery in the heads. 
Formerly, wings have existed at each end of the 
hall the kitchen at the south, and the lord's room 
and chambers at the north. These wings have 
been taken down and the ends built in with brick, 
with stone quoins, slightly lengthening the apart 
ment, which, some time late in the sixteenth or early 
in the seventeenth century, was converted into a 
barn, to the second hall then built.

This second hall was a good, massive, timber- 
framed house and very picturesque. It was of two 
stories, with a great gallery above, over the fire 
place of which were the arms of the then owners,
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the Earl of Derby and Eagle and Child, also many 
other shields of arms. The gallery was panelled 
with oak as were some other rooms. This latter 
house was destroyed about 1840, and the timber 
was sound enough to cut up into joists for the third 
house then built. The barn (being the remains of 
what was formerly the old Pilkington Hall) was, 
however, still left standing.

The material of the second hall was ruthlessly 
destroyed and wasted. I tried to buy some of the 
many lengths of beautiful oak panelling thrown out 
of it, but sale was refused, and they were broken 
up for firewood, with the exception of one panel, 
which a joiner made into an upright clock.

The usual report, current of so many old build 
ings, of the discovery of a secret passage from the 
second hall to Stand, was made, but I could find 
none in my visits there.

The accompanying reproductions from the beau 
tiful and artistic photographs by Mr. Paul Lange, 
are taken from sketches of the remnant of the 
original hall, made in 1881, at which time the 
building was being roughly used as a shippon.
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APPENDIX B.

REGISTER OF RIVINGTON SCHOOL.
The Foundation of Bishop Pilkinglon.

The following is a record of the scholars attend 
ing the school in the year 1575. The school 
register says: "Bonas literas totis animis conten- 
" clentia, R. Dewhursto, Ludimcdernatore, anno 
" clomini, 1575, primo martii."

Alexander Righy de Broughe 
Robertus Dewhurste de Dew-

hurste
Andreas Breers 
Ricardus Fourths 
Richardus Cowper 
Jacobus Fyshewicke 
Richardus Rothvveil 
Robertus Anderton 
Richardus Tailyer 
Jacobus Gardner 
Johes Salesburye 
Jacobus Standishe 
Henricus Farrington 
Robertus Pylkington 
Galfridtis Persyvall 
Allexander Markland 
Milo Aspedyne 
Richardus Asheton 
Tliomas Greene 
Gulielmus Norricius, filius et

heres apparens Evardi Nor-
ricii de Speacke, Armingeri 

Johes Parker 
Evanns Brindell 
Thomas Yeate 
Edwardus Ogles 
Thomas Sherburne, sextus filius

Richardi Sherbourne, militis 
Alixander Garrarde 
Edwardus Ashall [? Ashawe] 
Michaeleas Salforde

Gulielmus Mursden
Georgeus Holme
Thomas Sherburne
Robertus Brerres
Christopherus Teutell
Thomas Brothurste
Rogerus Urothurste
Johes Croston
Edwardus Norres, secundus 

filius predicte Edwardi
Eclwaidus Charnocke, filius 

et heres apparens Robert! 
Charnocke de Aslley, Ar 
mingeri

Georgeus Migall
Georgeus Bislaye
Allixander Brerres
Jacobus Pilkinton
Gulihelmus \Vackefelde
Thomas Huntte
Robertus Grinehaught
Richardus Haddocke
Laurentius Haddocke
Richardus Golburne
Robertus Mather
Andreas Pilkinton.
Hugo Adlington, filius et heres 

apparens Joins Adlington 
Armingeri

Robertus Whallaye
Jacobus U'halle
Gulihelmus Persevall
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Johes Heton
lacobus Lowc
Jacobus Hide
Alexander Standishc, filius et 

heres apparens, Thornse 
Standishe de Ducsberi, Ar- 
mingeri

Gulihelmus Gidlowe
Robertas Haslam
Thomas Hefilde
Gulihelmus Morres
Richardus Latham
Franciscus Rovington
Richardus Rovington
Henncus Byram
Thomas Gidlowe
Thomas Hamvett
Thomas Prescott
Thomas Urmston
Gregorius Turner
Gulihelmus Heton
Gulihelmus Hodskinson
Georgeus Brumarley
Rogerus Rigbie
Laurentius Whalle
Robertus Adlington
John Rovington
Rodulphus Freckilton
Jacobus Sim
Rogerus Rovington
Thomas Adlington
Rogerus Gyll

Rogerus Fynche 
Gulihelmus Fynche 
Gulihelmus Mason 
Jacobus Spackeman 
Henricus Whittell 
Gulihelmus Greene 
Oliverus Barnes 
Galfridus Keingelaye 
Thomas Warde 
Robertus Wackeden 
Rogerus Pendilbury 
Richardus Crosse 
Thomas Sim 
Richardus Bronelowe 
Richardus Pilkington 
Maken Walckeden 
Johes Turner 
Gulihelmus Charnocke 
Laurentius Phillip 
Gulihelmus Phillip 
Oliverus Greneoughe 
Rogerus Makinson 
Gulihelmus Makinson 
Petrus Makinson 
Richardus Parler 
Radulphus Gill 
Robertus Hunte 
Jacobus Bronelowe 
Jacobus Anderton 
Gulihelmus Simpson 
Christopherus jSIather


